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3 Down Florida’s
First Coast

The historic neighborhoods
and quiet ém towns of Florida’s
northern coastal regior

BY KRISTEN MANIERI
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The "First Coast’

Sandy beaches hugging the
Atlantic Ocean: This must be

Florida's First Coast

Florida's First Coast gets its name from two places: Geographically it's the first stretch of coastline visitors
encounter upon entering Florida from the north. And historically, the area is one of the oldest settlements
in the U.S. The moniker may have double-meaning but there's one single purpose: To win over visitors with
an idyllic blend of seaside leisure and cosmopolitan culture.

The region is a tossed
salad of old and modern
with landmarks many
centuries old sharing the
landscape with modern
skyscrapers and luxury
resorts. It's a place that gets
its charm from a capacity to
offer contemporary ameni-
ties like championship golf
and opulent spas continu-
ally while still flaunting its
historical milestones and
natural backdrops.

Miles of white sandy
beach hug the Atlantic
Ocean, offering everything
from kite boarding to
deep-sea fishing. In every
beachside town or urban

neighborhood, there are
humble and haute lodgings
to suit every taste.

Just a few miles from the
Georgia border, Amelia Is-
land and the sleepy town of
Fernandina Beach delight
with natural wonders and
laid-back luxuries. Traveling
south, the stately skyline
of downtown Jacksonville
gives just a glimpse of the
charming urban neighbor-
hoods within. Riverfront
streets are lined with side-
walk cafes and boutiques,
and those are surrounded
by chic residential pockets,
each parading its own dis-
tinct character and flair.

Just 20 miles down
the coast, travelers find
themselves in the heart of
golf country where some
of the best championship
golfin the country dots
the scenery. Ponte Vedra,
home to the PGA's Players
Championship, is a chic and
sophisticated resort town
whose name is now synony-
mous with luxury getaways.
Nearby, World Golf Village
and the World Golf Hall of
Fame showcase golf's rich
history while paying hom-
ageto its legends.

Finally, St. Augustine, the
nation’s oldest continuously
settled city, continues to

enchant sightseers with

a storied past that's cel-
ebrated through museums,
monuments and architec-
ture. This picturesque town
with its European flavors
and vivacious past boasts
charming inns, shopping
gems and fabulous dining,
all accessible by foot or
horse-drawn carriage.

By land or sea, the First
Coast presents the ultimate
combination of luxury and
leisure, history and outdoor
recreation. Big-city busy-
ness blends with beach-
town laziness for a getaway
that will delight and fasci-
nate every sort of traveler.

www.wheretraveler.com @
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Amelia Island
Dastardly pirates, foreign princesses, and haunted
souls—Amelia Island has seen its share of char-
acters over the centuries—some noble, some
notarious. But in modern days, this 13-mile-long
barrier island has morphed into a luxury gelf and
spa haven where a handful of lavish inns and two
magnificent resorts—Omni Amelia lsland Planta-
tion and the Ritz-Carlton Amelia Island—host a
rmuch maore relaxed group of travelers. The island
is also an outdoor paradise with opportunities for
sailing, fishing, hiking and kayaking. Be sure to visit
Amelia Island Lighthouse as well as Fort Clinch State

Park, which served as a military post during the Civil
War, the Spanish-American War and World War 1.

© WHERE Now First Coast

FERNANDINA
BEACH

The quiet seaside town of
Fernandina Beach with its
sprawling, 50-square-block
of homes and buildings on
the National Register of His-
toric Places is best explored
by foot or horse-drawn
carriage tour, Widespread
Victorian-era architecture,
charming lampposts and
picturesque street signs
denote modern sophistica-
tion, while only a handful of
pirate statues remains to re-
mind visitors of Fernandina
Beach's true swashbuckling
heritage. Quaint eateries,
antique shops and chic
galleries line Centre Street
and several cross-streets,
which results in a perfect
downtown center that's
easily traversed in a few
hours. Be sure to visit the
Palace Saloon, the state’s
oldest watering hole, as
well as Fernandina's Fantas-

tic Fudge, where the scent
of the freshly made waffle
cane lures in visitors for ice
cream and freshly made
fudge. Fernandina’s stately
neighborhoods, shaded by
a canopy of giant oaks, are
where most of the area’s
gingerbread-trimmed

bed and breakfasts can be
found.

Hailing Autos and Shrimp:
Among the many events to
which Amelia Island is host
each year, two of the most
notable are the Annual
Multi-Million-Dollar Con-
cours Car Show & Auction
(March) and The Annual Isle
of 8 Flags Shrimp Festival
(May).

Last One on the Wagon:
The Palace Saloon, on
Centre Street in downtown
Fernandina Beach, wasthe
last U.S. saloon to close dur-
ing Prohibition. Circa 1878,
it is the oldest saloon in the
state of Florida that remains
in its original location.

Walk or Crawl, Take Your
Pick: Florida’s only oral-his-
tory museum, the Amelia
Island History Museum, of-
fers a variety of walking and
docent-led tours, including
the popular Fernandina
Beach Pub Crawl.

www.wheretraveler.com 13
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Enter to Win!

Resting quietly off Florida’s northeast coast, Amelia
Island offers an irresistible vacation experience unlike
any other. Enjoy a stay at Summer Beach Resort, which
offers oceanfront or resort view accommodations in
private villas, townhomes and luxury condominiums.
With 13 miles of beautiful beaches, scenic trails and an
extraordinary history, Amelia Island is a premier vaca-
tion destination for a romantic getaway.

One lucky Lifestyle reader could win a Weekend
Getaway Package at this resort valued at more than
$1,000. Visit CentralFloridaLifestyle.com to submit your
free entry!




M CALENDAR OF

Sunday Monday

FOR A COMPLETE LISTING OF
CALENDAR EVENTS, PLEASE
VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT

CentralFloridaLifestyle.com

3 F
Music Fest
Plant Stregr, Winter Garden
Classical, jazz, country, rock
and more with food and
children’s activities. Free.
Qct. 1-3.407.656.3244,
WinterGardenMusicFest.com

54th Season Opening
Concert

Bob Cart Performing

Arts Center

The Florida Symphony Youth
Drchestra featuring world
renowned violinist Nadja
Salemo-Sonnenberg a4 pm.
Tickets $8-25.407.993 7800,
Fs¥Q.org

24

Take Aim at Breast Cancer
Flig

FantasyOfFlight.com

HALLOWEEN 31

EVENTS
Tuesday Wednesday
Submit November
calendar events to
calendar@vspublishing.com
by Cctober 5.
6
Mayoral & Amendment West Orange Kiwanis
Luncheon Club
St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church HOR Winter Garden
Sponsored by CenturyLink, Wednesday meetings
DRB Benefits Group and UCF alternate between breakfast
i fiom11:30am-130pm. meetings and dinner
$26:chamber members, 531 prograis. 321.438.0838,
non-members. 4076561304 WestOrangeKiwanis org
WoCharnbeecom
13
From This Day Forward
Priscila of Boston, Dellagio
A bridal fashion event with a
silent auction of an original
Priscilla of Boston gown o
benefit the Children's Home
Society of Orlando. 6-9 pm
' A07374.2515
20

Charity Golf Challenge
Windermere Country Club
Enjoy door prizes, gt bags,
asilent auctionand great
golf bengfiting the Rotary
Foundation and Harry
Boardman Scholarship Fund.
Shotgun start at § a.m.
407.694.2692

26

“Noises Off"

The Garden Theatre

This “show"about a“show*
takes.you to the backstage of
theatre life, Oct. 15-Nov. 7.
Tickets $10:25.

Details at: www.

Children’s Consignment
Sale

Faith Family Community
Church, Winter Garden
Boutique for a Week is
holding an upstale children's
consignment sale, Oct. 20-22
BoutiqueForAWeek.net

27

Any Nig

Thursday

\ﬁ.{.i E

7

Lead and Feed

Stonewood Taver & Gill

Join the West Drange Chamber
fora networking event flom
12-1:30 pm. 407.656.1304,
Wochamber.com

14

Business After Hours
Aggressive Appliances
Mingle with chamber
members at an after-work
event from 5:30-7 pm, 55
chamber members, $10 non-
members, 407 656. 1304,
WOChambercom

21

28

Velvet Sessions

Hard Rock Hotel

A rack ' roll cocktall party with
great live music from legendary
tock bands beginning at

6:30 p.m. Admission $25.
VelvetSessions.com

‘Enjoy a ‘Free Night
ht

meliaTsland.comy

Friday

1

WOCC Annual Golf Classic
Windermere Country Club
Abest ball scramble sponsored
by DR Benefits Group and
beginning at 11:30 am. 575
chamber members, 100
non-members. 4076561304,
WoChambercom

Oktoberfest

Celebration Town Center
Hop on a hayride, dance to
terific live music, paint a
purnpkin, or stroll and enjoy
the arisp fall air Oct. 8-0.
{elebrationTown(Centercom

15

Fridays on the Plaza
Centennial Gazebo,.

Winter Garden

Enjey alive performance every
Friday from a variety of artists
performing jazz, blues, folk,
1ok, bluegrass and more

from 7-9 pim. 407.656.4155,
CWGDN.com

22

Ronald McDonald House
Clambake

SeaWorld Sea Harbor Pavilions
Kick off the weekend enjaying
<acktails, Ive music, activities,
alabster buffet and silent
auction 407.206.0957,
RMHCCForg

29

Rockin’ Spooktacular
Jaguar Jam Auction
Hard Rack Hotef

A Parke House Academy
fundraiser at 6:30 pm.

with heavy hors dloeuvres
and costumes, Tickets 550.
TheParkeHauseAcademy.com

AMELIAs

Come Make

Saturday
2

Farmers Market

Winter Garden Farmers Market
Fresh produce, bakery goods,
plants, citrus, seafood, jams
and jellies, herbs, honey,

and handmade crafts from 8
am-1pm. 3523948618,
CWGDN.com

Community in Pink
Winter Garden Village

5K race and family festival
featuring free health
sereenings, music, giveaways,
food and fun beginning at
6:30am. HealthCentral.org/
CommunityinPink

16

Cruz-N-Car Show

Plant Street, Winter Garden
Free car shaw from 7-9 pn.
407 656.6646, (WGDN.com
Swings ‘N Strings

Isleworth Country Club

&Tennis Center

Tennis clinic featuring

local celebrity tennis pros.
407.296.1455, Healthientral.org

23

Howl'oween & Fall Festival
Winter Garden Farmers Market
Pet parade and fall activities
from 8a.m-1 pm,
407.656,4111, CWGDN com

5K Run/Walk

Oakland Park

SKaun/walk and 3 1-mile id's
n/walkat 730a.m; 52030,
ADT 905, 4786, DaklandParkSK.com

30

Halloweenfest

Plant Street, Winter Garden

A family-friendly, free event
with trick or treating, food,
live entertainment, street
characters, a costume contest
and more from 6-8:30 pm.
407 656.4155, CNGDN.com

[SLAND

Memories”
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At Your Service

See what’s new in print and online with Jacksonville Magazine.

BEST OF JACKSONVILLE PARTY

The eighth annual Best of
Jacksonville Party is set for
January 27, 2011, at MOCA
Jacksonville. Tickets range
from $35 to $50 and are on
sale now. Purchase your
ticket before January 10
and be entered into a
drawing featuring a two-night stay at the
Fairbanks House on Amelia Island. Thank you
to the more than 2,000 readers who voted in this
year's Best of Jacksonville poll.




® BEACH TWEETS
@Giddyupandglide

Beaches Insider Lauren Tjaden
shares what's shakin’ along Florida's
coasts. Follow her to get updates like
these real Tweets:

Good times & a good cause:

Jax Beach Right Whale Festival
http://bit.ly/bB81h4 #VISITFLORIDA
21Sep

Skydiving Adventure:

Holy Half-an-Airplane-Ride!
http://bit.ly/9lidFt #VISITFLORIDA
18 Sep

Key Largo Pirates Festival:

to err is human but to arr is pirate.
http://bit.ly/a7GRLa

12 Sep

Can u dig it? Sanding Ovations, a
showdown between 8 sculpting
masters, is bowing into Treasure
Island http://bit.ly/clOnoo

10 Sep

.

YOUR FLORIDA SIDE IS CALLING

VISIT FLORIDA

M s

< Romantic
@ Amelia Island
Q1

R

The soft sand of Amelia Island, a relaxed destination snuggled on
northeast Florida's shoreline, is perfect for a romantic stroll. Dunes,
golf courses, trees dripping with Spanish moss and a wide beach
earned Amelia Island a spot on Condé Nast Traveler magazine's list of
“Top 10 North American Islands.” Captiva Island provides another
heartwarming escape. America's Best and Top Ten website counted
it among the country’s most romantic beaches, noting its laid-back
atmosphere, stunning sunsets and stellar shelling. The name of our
next beach says it all! Lovers Key State Park, a splash south of Fort
Myers Beach, features plentiful wildlife and a two-and-a-half-mile
beach. Kayaking is popular in the pristine paradise, which was
included in the “Top 10 Romantic Retreats” by coastalliving.com. It
was also heralded by the Travel Channel on its program “Florida’s
Top-10 Beaches” as the state's most romantic beach. &
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Hilda Mitrani’s

BLOG

Amelia Island Hosts Traditional Holiday Cookie

Tour of Inns

PHOTO CENTER | MY FAVORITES

N BB

POPULAR CITIES & TOPICS = ALL FLORIDA INSIDERS =

Off the Beaten Path

November 14, 2040

Decorations fill many of us with warm memories and cheer. Amelia Island
introduces the =eazon with the Holiday Cookie Tour of Inns on Nov. 20,

Cookiez, Chriztmaz and critter= are the magic in this potion, az Victerian bed and
breakfasts inng introduce their seasonal decor. A portion of the ticket sales from
the tour and the inng' cookbocok are denated to local animal rezcue groups
including the Mas=au Humane Seciety and Cats® Angels.

Thiz self-guided, self-paced tour features the inne dressed up in their holiday
best. At each establizhment on the tour, vizitors can learn the hiztory, view the
decorations and taste the freshly-baked Christmas cookies. As a bonus, they
each offer heirloom recipes,

The innz participating in this year's tour include:

The Fairbanks House
Addizon on Amelia
Hoyt House

Williams House, and

* Elizabeth Pointe Lodge.

The Elizabeth Pointe Lodge has an oceanfront setting while the others are inland
and within walking distance of the charming Higtoric District of Fernandina
Beach. For a little added romance, take a short tour on one of the horse-drawn
carriages on thiz fairy-tale izland.

Amelia Izland vigitors have enjoved a luricus vet casual atmozphere for mere
than a century. Seeing these stately inng, it iz apparent that yesterday’s visitors
did not abandon the luxuries of home. They wanted their Florida lodging to
reflect their taste for finery and elegance.

On Amelia Izland, this enduring tradition creates a very special holiday ambiance.

Cookie Tour of Inns
Sat. Now. 20, 1-Spm.
Individual tickets: S20

(753 Back to Top

Blog Tags e
historic_districts, downtowns and small towns, holidays, events, Amelia Island,
Fernandina Beach

S Thi

Fairbanks Houze, a fairy tale zefting even without Chriztmas
lights

Credit: There=a Hamilton & Amelia lzland Bed & Breakfast
Azzociation

Post you ment

Only your name and comment will be displayed to other
users. See our Privacy Policy.

Florida Insiders

Hilda’s picks

History Lives on
at Spooky Florida
Locations
Florida’s centuries-
old history provides
astrong connection to
interesting places and significant
people. As it ... More

Naples and Marco
Island Area
Beaches

The local wildlife
habitat is lush with
sea ocats, =ea grapes and
cabbage palms, and ... More

Dr. Beach's
Florida Picks
"There's even a 105
-year old fort on-
zite that's &
landmark of Florida history.” ...
More

rﬂ Florida's
. Architecture

, Architecture
A After building his
S masterpieces all

over the world; the
indomitable Frank Lloyd Wright
lefithe ... More

Cultural
Encounters in
Elorida

That place i= the
edge of the
Everglades, a strip of land 11
miles by ... More

Music to Our Ears
All around the state,
mugical
organizations
recognize the nesd
to build audiences. ... More
: [ 1% On Florida's
£ Literary Trail
Florida is a state
filed with comedy
and history,
romance and mystery. ... More

— Seaside and
1 Beaches of South
7l

J Walton Area
‘ Walton County is an
anomaly along
northwest Florida's Highway 98,
a demure =igh between the ...




Highlighting this year's prize package is a dinner at Cafe
Karibrew , admizsion for two at the Amelia Island Museum
of History and two passes for a ghost tour, and two-night
=tay at the beautiful Fairbanks House on Amelia sland.
Look below to e what you could win,

The luxuricus Fairbanks
House iz a smoke-free
bed and breakfast inn
featuring overzized
rooms and cottages A
and grounds. With an P lCtmu Led?gppy
aim to pamper, the bed

and breakfast inn

offers an incredible Py
array of amenities,
such as wirsless
internst access, spa
robes, an outdoor pool,
beautiful gardens and
much more. Guests
enjoy a daity full gourmet breakfast, complimentary evening
zocial hour, with beverages and hors d'oeuvres, and
evening sweets. Look for value, romance and girls
getaway packages at www.fairbankshouse.com.

hase Tickets Now
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