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jANUARY #
Luncheon Prwram
on “Eudora Welty: Extraordinary

People and Places”

Don't miss an exciting Friends of the Library
luncheon program on Pulitzer-prize winning
author and photographer Eudora Welty, known
for her incisive yet compassionate portrayals of
characters from the American South. Speaker
will be Dr. Pear]l McHaney, associate professor of
literature at Georgia State University, who has
edited five books about Welty in the last two
years. The program will take place at the Omni
Amelia Island Plantation Resort, Racquet Park
Heron Room, at noon. Tickets are $35 for
Friends of the Library membets and $40 for
nonmembers; you can pick up tickets at the
Fernandina Beach Library or reserve a space by
calling (904) 277-7365. www.nassaurcads.com.

JANUARY 8

Improv Night at

Fernandina Litfle Theatre

Improv is back! Come join the fun and try your
hand at improv and theater games. Newcomers
welcome, no previous theater experience
necessary. 7:30pm, 1014 Beech St., in
downtown Fernandina Beach. For more
information, call (904) 277-2202.

JANUARY 8, FEBRUARY 12

Second Saturday

Artrageous Artwalk

The Arrwalk opens the doors of some of the
island’s incredible art galleries, from 5:30 —

8:30 pm. For information, call (904) 277-0717.

JANUARY 8, 15, 22, 29

FEBRUARY 5 12 ]9 26
Fernandina Farmers Market

The market feature farm-direct fruits and
vegetables that are harvested just before marker
day. Choose from organic products, specialty
foods, gourmer baked goods, prepared foads and
a ariety of specialty tropical plants and
landscaping plants. Saturday mornings from 9am
- 1pm in the historic downtown at 7th and
Centre streets Call (904) 491-4872, or visit
www.fernandinafarmersmarket.com.

JANUARY 10

Pharmacy Technician, Medical
B|i||n? & Coding and Entrepreneur
Certification programs

If you're looking for a new career this year, you
owe it to yourself to check out these programs!
For registration details, visit www.tlenf.com or

call (904) 430-0120.

JANUARY 23-29

Amelia lsland Restaurant Week

With an irresistible mix of eclectic dining
experiences, Northeast Florida's Amelia Island is
pleased to announce its third annual Restaurant

JANUARY /FEBERUARY 2011

. 2011

Week. The program which runs January 23
through 30, 2011, will offer area residents and
visitors a fixed menu, including three courses and
a beverage, at a grear price. Participating
restaurants, menus, pricing and complete details
will be announced soon. For more information,

call (904) 277-0717
FEBRUARY 2

Brown Bag Lunch Lecture

The Museum will begin 2 once a month lecture
series. All are invited for a short talk on one
aspect of Amelia Island's long and fascintating
history. Feel free to bring a lunch, these will be
seminar type sessions with all welcome to express
their views and provide comments and
questions. This month's topic; Secrets of the
Timucuan. For more information, call (904)
261-7378 or visit www.ameliamuseumn.org,

FEBRUARY 6

How Do They Draw That?

Everybody can learn to draw! Drawing, skills are
essential to art training, Shape and form are the
building blocks to help you look at a
complicated object and put it onto paper. This
course is designed for the beginner with NO
previous drawing experience and focuses on
form, shapes, perspective, size relationships, line,
and light. For registration details, visit
www.tlenf.com or call (904) 430-0120.

FEBRUARY 7-11

Lana Grow Workshop

Lana Grow's “Mixed Media Experimental
Acrylic Workshop” will teach you how o freely
create with water media, collage and rubber
stamps. Lana is a fun teacher who will show you
how to energize your mixed media paintings
with a variety of techniques. Cost is $625.
Contact Mikolean Longacre ar (904) 415-3900
or (904) 491-8040 for more information.

FEBRUARY 10-12, 17-20, 24-26
Cabaret

The Amelia Community Theatre presents the
Tony award-winning musical Cabaret!
Wilkommen, bienvenue, welcome...to Cabaret,
as you've never scen it before! This show has it
all: great songs, dancing, incredible characters
and a set that transports you to 1920's Berlin
from the moment the lights dim. Call (904)
261-6749 for more information and tickets.

FEBRUARY 18-19

Amelia Island Book Festival

Amelia Tsland Book Festival is a two day Festival
for book lovers of all ages. Well-known featured
authors from around the country, as well as the
region, provide programs for readers and for
writers in a variety of settings, including the
county schools, a free Children’s Program, free
Reader’s Festival, a day-long writer’s workshop,
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around town
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and other special events. For more information,
visit www.ameliaislandbookfestival.com, or email
info@ameliaislandbooldestival.com.

FEBRUARY 20

5th Annual Amelia Island

Wedding Expo

Come explore the many wedding resources
available on Amelia Island. Florists, lodgings,
photographers, and more will be on hand to give
tips, ideas, and information about planning your
special day. This event is free and open to the
public, and will be held ar The Golf Club of
Amelia Tsland at Summer Beach. For more
information, call (904) 277-0021, or visit
www.ameliaislandweddingexpo.com.

FEBRUARY 20-22

Diane Farris Workshop

Diane Farris' “Making a Vision, Photograph
Book” Workshop will allow the student to take
their own photographs manipulate them into a
story and then create their own bound book.
Farris shows her work at the prestigious J.
Johnson Gallery in Jacksonville. Cost is $295.
Contact Mikolean Longacre at (904) 415-3900
or (904) 491-8040 for more informarion.

FEBRUARY 24

3rd Annual

Amelia Island Film Festival

Over 25 film screenings, workshops, parties
including new Bud Lounge available to Amelia
Island Film Festival ticket/pass holders.
Individual Screening: $10 per venue plus; All
Access Pass $75; Two Adult All Access Pass:
$125. For more informarion ,call (904) 335-
1110 or visit www.ameliaislandfilmfestival.org.

FEBRUARY 25-26

Quilts by the Sea

The twelfth triennial quilt show featuring
beautifully displayed quilts made by members of
the guild, judged show, viewers choice award,
dazzling raffle quilt, craft and boutique items,
merchant mall, silent auction, appraisals.
Admission is $5. Peck Center, S. 10th and Elm
streets. For more information, visit
wwwi.aiquilters.com.

FEBRUARY 26

Father Daughter Ball

Faith Christian Academy invites you o make a
memory at the 11th Annual Father Daughter
Ball, from 7-10 pm at The Ritz Carlion, Amelia
Island. Tickets are $85 for one father and one
daughter, and $40 for each additional daughter.
Enjoy live music, professional photography,
hors d’oeuvres, and gift baskes, to! Fathers
and daughters of all ages are welcome. Call
(904) 321-2137 for more information.

To have your event featured here, email all of the
information to calendar@ameliaislander.com.

www.Amelialslander.com




Local accommodations are
offering sweetheart deals to
make a Valentine's Day getaway
affordable and romantic,
according to the Amelia Island
Convention & Visitors Bureau.
They include:

e Amelia Hotel at the Beach
— (B77) 263-5428, www.amelia-
hotel.com - is offering a Hearts
& Flowers package starting at
$395 plus tax that includes an
ocean-view room for two nights,
dinner for two at the Crab Trap
Restaurant, rose petal turndown
adorning your room, chocolate-
covered strawberries, chilled
champagne and keepsake
flutes. Starting at $380 plus tax,
a Victorian Romance package
includes ocean-view room for
two nights, private horse and
carriage tour of historic down-
town Fernandina Beach, round-
trip taxi service to carriage lour,
keepsake throw blanket and a

bottle of wine. Both packages
include complimentary break-
fast, parking, high spced Wi-Fi
and [resh-baked cookies.

* Amelia Island Williams
House = (800) 414-9258, www.
williamshouse.com - offers the
Romantic Valenline Gelaway
Package, two nights accommo-
dations, chilled champagne
upon arrival, a cupeake goodie
box from Pally Cakes Bakery,
floral arrangement in room, din-

ner for two at Joe's 2nd St -

Bistro or Espana, gourmet
breakfast and complimentary
social hour each evening with
wine and hors d'ocuvres, start-
ing at 8545.

¢ Fairbanks House — (888)
#91-9881, www.fairbankshouse.
com —offers a Rest, Relaxation
and Romance Package that
includes roses, wine and choco-
late-covered strawberries upon
arrival, a sightseeing tour with

This is Restaurant Week

For the third consecutive
year, Amelia Island is serving
up Restaurant Week, a seven-
day showcase of some of the
island’s favorite spots for food
and fun. Running through
Sunday, this year’s event fea-
tures 23 different island restau-
rants.

Each participating restau-
rant will offer a special fixed
menu (priced at either $19 or
$29 per person) that includes

three courses and a beverage.
During Restaurant Week, din-
ers can also enter to win a “Year
of Dining” that includes one $50
gift certificate for each partici-
pating restaurant to be used
throughout the next year.

For more information on
Restaurant Week, and to find a
list of participating restaurants,
visit www.ameliaisland.com/
yummy or www.ameliais-
landrestaurantweek.com.
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[sland offers sweetheart deals

Amelia River Cruises and daily
gourmet breaklasts and evening
hors d'oeuvres. Extra romance
comes in the form of a sleep-in
on Valentine's Day followed by
a romantic brunch for two at
Beech Street Grill. The pack-
age for two is 3150 plus room
for a three-night stay, and $175
plus room for a two-night stay.
The Fairbanks is also offering
an Elopement Package, com-
plete with a carriage ride o a
secret localion for your vow
exchange, an intimate dinner at
Beech Street Grill, followed by
a small wedding cake, cham-
pagne and chocolate-covered
strawberries back at the inn, for
5495 plus room.

» Florida House Inn - (800)
258-3301, www.floridahouse-
inn.com — offers a two-night
stav, breakfast ¢
carriage ride through Fernan-
dina Beach, river cruise and hol-
tle of champagne and choco-
late-covered strawherries in
roont al check-in for 8850,

® Hampton Inn at the Beach
— (800) 426-7866, www.ameli-
aislandhamptoninn.com—offers
a Romantic Getaway package
starting at 8179 of one-night
accommodations, chocolate-
dipped strawberries in room

= and dinner for two at Beech

Street Grill. Additional room
nights can be purchased based
on availability. The package is
valid through February.

e Hoyt House - (904) 277-
4300, www hoythouse.com -
offers a two-night Love Package
including a special glass of

ach morning, -

champagne and strawberries
upon arrival, a fotion and potion
love basket in room, 850 off a
meal at Beech Strect Grill,
romantic sunsel cruise by
Amelia River Cruises, choice of
horse-drawn carriage ride or
horseback riding on the beach
for two, four-course dinner at
the Hoyt House and breakfast
sach morning for $345 per cou-
ple plus room selection. Option-
al add-ons, such as inroom mas-
sage and flowers, are available.

= Omni Amelia Island Plan-
tation — {(866) 431-5057, www,
omniamecliaislandplantation.co
m - is offering a Romantic
Amelia package that includes
luxury resort accgmmodations,
a fonr-course dinner at Ocean
Grill or Verandah including a
champagne toast, a couples
Chocolate Decadence Massage,
souvenic spa robes and a Godiva
Chocolate Welcome Gift, The
package starts at $549 per night.

o Residence Inn, Amelia
Island - (866) 245-6099,
wiww.residenceinnameliais-
land.com ~is offering an Amelia
Island  Romantic  Florida
Getaway 1hat includes ane night
accommodations  with  an
upgrace to a King Room, a box
of Godiva's New Gold Ballotin
chocolates, two 350m! bottles
of Robert Mondavi Privale wine,
Romantics Guide (o the Arca's
Top 16 Sweel Spots, breakfast
for two and a late checkout. 1n
addition, the property is offering
a Month of 1ove, with a new
theme offered cach Friday
evening at check-in.
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ATLANTIC COAST

From people-watching and partying on Ocean Drive in Miami Beach, to
the elegance and luxury of Palm Beach, to 450-year old St. Augustine
(North America's oldest city), you will find a wide variety of lifestyles and
attractions on the East Coast of Florida.

AMELIA ISLAND/FERNANDINA BEACH

m Mﬂjmh{tdﬂ- Cﬂdﬁ? It's Romantic

There are few places on earth better suited to lovebirds than

Amelia Island. A place born of affection, Amelia's shores, soft
sea breezes and breathtaking scenery provide the backdrop
to romances old and new.

In the heart of historic downtown Fernandina Beach, Centre
Street is a popular setting for romantic moments. Wandering
in and out of a quirky mix of shops and restaurants, couples
stroll hand in hand along the historic street, share shady park

benches. For those who want to sail off into the sunset,
Amelia River Cruises or On the Water Adventure will
happily oblige with a tour of Cumberland Sound and the
Intracoastal Waterway.

Couples Gin also enjoy Fernandina Beach's historic down
town district while snuggled up together in a horse-drawn
carriage. Take in the sights while listening to a historical nar-
rative of Fernandina's past, punctuated by the leisurely
clip<clop of hooves.  Majestic, moss-draped oaks and
Victorian Era architecture slip by to tales of the people and
places that shaped Amelia Island's colorful history,
Countless sets of footprints have traced Amelia's quiet, undis-




turbed beaches, as couples wander off on ‘
long, private walks along the shore. In the
cool of the morning, under a warm midday |
sun or by the light of the moon, Amelia |
Island's shoreline has framed untold walks ‘
and talks between loved ones. www.ameli-
arstand.com

JACKSONVILLE/JACKSONVILLE
BEACH

UM mades T ss- ool P e

refreshingly trendy

As the largest city in the Continental United
States (840 square miles), Jacksonville
provides visitors with every imaginable
activity. The area features 21 miles of wide,
uncrowded beaches fragrant ocean breezes
and lush patural settings. Boasting a vibrant
arts and cultural community, Jacksonville is
the home to a blend of museums, festivals
and performing arts to capture any creative
Spirit.

There is a long-standing tradition of cool
beach dives mingling with fresh venues
along the Jacksonville coastlines. Whether
its sipping a martini at the swanky
Penthouse Lounge at Casa Marina Hotel &
Restaurant with sweeping ocean views to
Freebird Live, a beachside hangout hon-
oring the legacy of Lynrd Skynrd, the
entertainment is as diverse as the land-
scape. wuww.visitjacksonville.com

WE RECOMMEND...

AMELIA ISLAND  Savor history and
ambiance in the 1905 grandiose Bed and
Breakfast, Hoyt House, a jewel along
Amelia Island. Hoyt House offers guests 10
spacious guestrooms, a heated swimming
pool and hot b, four public salons fea-
turing hand-tiled fireplaces, afternoon
refreshments and gently rocking porch
swings. Outdoors, a beautiful garden awaits
visitors who care to spend a lazy afternoon
resting on lounge chairs and umbrella
shaded tables. What a better way to relax
after a day at the beach. 904-277-4300,
wunehaoythouse.com
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revamped hotels + food fests + antiques

timate insider’s guid

ARRUN, FLORIDA'S BIGGEST HIT IS ABOUT TO CLOSE
s L / '
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hen—barring weather or technical holdups—the space shuttle Endeavour lifts off from the ‘“"5:““-“
Kennedy Space Center on Feb. 27, a glorious and occasionally heartbreaking 30-year chapter ORLANDOR
in Florida history will come to a close. If you haven't seena launch up close, consider this last call. & PALM

: : ; BEACH
The start of the 134th and final shuttle mission will light up the sky for miles around, but NASA usually offers  EIg} this section ..
avery limited number of tickets for prime KSC viewing locations, including the NASA Causeway, a scant six NS

miles from launch pad 39A. Good luck and Godspeed. kennedyspacecenter.com —MATT PHENIX KEY WESTH

floridatravellife.com + january debruary 11




Miami chef for all you film

Michael Schwartz / " _.: bUffS Out the re
+ AMELIA ISLAND

m Amelia Island
and historic Fernandina
Beach are becoming
prime locations for
indie filmmakers and
Hollywood stars the
likes of John Travolta.
How cool is that? It's
no wonder that "Meet
Me in Paradise” is the
theme for this year's
Amelia Island Film
Festival. Embracing
critically acclaimed
and culturally diverse
films, festival-goers
can do much more than
munch on popcorn and

EDITORS' CHOICE — ' Goobers thanks to a full
slate of national and

sobe food bash =

screenings, workshops

Devoted fans of Food Network, this one’s for you. and lectures. A small-
South Beach Wine & Food Festival is town feel permeates the
the ultimate foodie get-together. Hang with Duft s
= . : : are held only at intimate
Goldman of Ace Of Cakes fame while you sample TSR, eI it
great grub and sip fine wines. A wink and a wave Hall, Indigo Alley and
from Emeril is a bonus. Events include the FT+L- Shiliterenaal Wing
. . any. Remember
sponsored Barilla Interactive Luncheon at L R

to silence your phone.

the Biltmore Hotel in Coral Gables with Top Chef’s ameliislandfilmfestival
Voltaggio brothers. sobefest.com Feb.24-27 org Feb. 24-27




take your
best

shot

WRAP A WEEKEND AROUND THESE GREAT GOLF HOLES

Meet the sweet 16th at
the Gasparilla Inn &
Club on Boca Grande.

AMELIA

Great golf holes inspire us with their beauty. They fill us with excitement, saama5LAND
temptation and even fear. No state has more golf holes than Florida, LU
and we've scoured it to find those that best exemplify the mysterious qualities that

make up a great course. Whether you're a beginner or a scratch player, Boea
these five holes will tantalize you long after your last putt. >> ' b '-Eﬁ:‘ .

MINNEOLA
*

STORY DEREK DUNCAN

floridatravellife.com + january/february 17






































































