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JACKSONYVILLE

90-plus people, places and things
that we love right now.

S FROMSTAF - PROTOSBYBRADLEYSTODKEY - LOGODESIGNY JAREDSNAFFORD

More than 2,150 balloks were cast and counted to compile this year’s compendium of
best bets in Jacksonville. From June to October, we asked you, our readers to vote on
our website in eight categories—arts and culture, beauty and health, services, food and
dining, kid stuff, nightlife and bars, shopping, and things to do—ultimately decidin

upon more than 90 winners. Congratulations to those who snagged the “Best o
Jacksonville title. For those that didn’t make it this year, there’s always next. Enjoy!




W Cosmic bowlers and experienced kingpins with league teams all
frequent Beach Bowl (818 Beach Blud., 249-9849). A full-service bar offers
beer and liguor to lessen the pain of a gutter ball or to toast a Turkey,
making it the BEST BOWLING AND BEER spot in the city, And they
throw in use of the cool shoes for free.

Spring

ANNUAL HOME

5o , thi
ar s the BEST GIRLS NIGHT
OUT—and GUY'S NIGHT OUT—spot in town
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Shopping & Smart Travel

Top 5 Reasons to Visit Amelia Island This Winte

November 29, 2010

Given that Amelia Island was recently voted the No_ 5 island in North America,
the question isn't if you'll visit, but when. Um, now’s good. The Jacksonville-area
getaway always makes for a gorgeous retreat, but here are five reasons to
plan your escape this winter.

1. A new website, amelianature.com, is your guide to all things nature-related.
Find resources on hiking, biking, camping, kayaking, birding and more, plus a
parks guide, interactive map and a gallery of calendar-worthy photos.

2. The "Pack Your Bags for Amelia Island” program has been extended to Dec.
31. When you fly in and stay at least three nights at one of nine participating
hotels or bed and breakfasts, you'll get up to an $80 room credit to cover the
cost of your checked baggage. If you haven't checked a bag in awhile, trust me;
this is a welcome perk. For details and a list of participating lodges, go to
amelaisland. com/freebags .

3. The 1905 Hoyt House Bed & Breakfast Inn has reopened with new owners
and some swanky upgrades including._.. wait for it__ a floafing suite! Hoyt
House's private 39-foot-yacht is now available as an ovemight option_ Sleep in
the floating suite, which includes two staterooms and two bathrooms. The yacht
is also available for daytime rental. Get all the over-the-top details at
hoythouse.com. Last | checked, there was an Intemet special going on for
certain rooms, so boogie on over fo the website ASAP.

4. For active types, Amelia Island offers a cure for the couch potm)vacahon
Enjoy activities like tandem skydiving and Stand Up P:

5. Omni Hotels & Resorts recently Amelia Island Pl resort.
Why should you care? Because the Omni brand is like King Midas; everything it
touches tums to gold. Omni plans to expand the hotel with 125 additional guest
rooms and suites and a 16,000-square- for tings and special
occasions. Wedding reception, anyone? To book accommeodations, call 1-800-
THE-OMNI (1-800-843-6664) or visit the Omni website.

h_

Aerial view of Amelia Island Plantation. Sign me up!

Credit: VISITFLORIDA.com
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A Segway Tour of Amelia Island Plantation

Mer N3, 2010 1838 - By Rnsalind Commings—¥estes

Amelia Island Plantation

The 1350-acre beach resort of &melia Island Plantation unfolds in a stunning panorama of marshes,
creeks, beaches and sea. Cnjoy a close-up view of thiz orida paradize on a two-hour Segway tour. |
rulled througlr posledrd-perlect scenery g5 will 4 o nalure cenler brirmeming with Lorles, sndkes, ullers

and raccoons,

The tour starts with a five-minute safety video that's reassuring for the nervous or the clumsy, which is
the category that | fall into, My guide Gary showed me how to gently guide the Segway so it wouldn't tip
over or veer out of control.  Riding with loose, slightly bent knees, we took off on the dozens of trails
that wind through the resort. We caught a glimpse of a Rosette Spoonbill bird, which gets it*s bright pink
color from all the shellfish it eats. In Drumrmond Point Park, Gary pointed out a Wax Myrtle tree that’s
used to make candles and a Palmetto tree with a 4-6 foot root systemn. e stayed on the lookout for
bobeats and possums but what we saw was a beaver slide, which 15 a worn part of grass where beavers
slide down into their nest. At the nature center, | caught sight of a great blue heron and a red-eared slider
turtle. Aftor rry carly morning tour, | hoaded to Bright Mornings Cafe, o popular broalfast spot for locals
and Southern cooking fans alike. | sat in the pretty, shaded courtyard as Darlene, the owner, served me a
heaping Portobella burgsr prepared by her san, Gene. The food fs tasty but the real draw 1s the inviting
atrnosphere where locals will come over and introduce themselves and regale you with Amelia |sland
stories. After nibbling on a piece of birthday cake offered by ladies at a birthday celebration near rmy
table, | ended up staying at Bright Mornings Cafe for nearly 3 hours.

Photo courtesy of Rosalind Cumrmings-Yeates
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Amelia Island River Cruise Conneit to UpTake
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armelia Island boasts the most magical 13-mile stretch of pristine beauty that I’ve ever seen and the
. . . S A . . - . Dick Carlzon on How To Wacation
scenery is even more jaw-dropping when vou view it from the Amelia River. This Florida barrier island is )
In The diddle Of Mowhers

surrounded by scenic waterways that brim with history, &melia River Cruises and Charters offers narrated

cruises that are a must do for history buffs, nature lovers and photography fans. & Mobody on How To Yacation In
LR The ftiddle Of Nowhere

The first thing | noticed when | boarded the boatwas the sign that urged people to watch out for n Poppy on How To Vacation In
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and shrimp boats but | never knew about the manatees! wic didn’t spot any of the coddle creatures onthe e 00 L

two-hour Cumberland 1sland tour but we did see lots of the famous wild mustangs, e glimpsed a band Countries Categories | Archives

grazing near the shore of Cumberland I1sland, off the coast of Geargla. wa also enjoyed the spectacle of
dolphins and stingrays tipping somersaults in the air. The ship's driver, appropriately named Captain
Kirk, supplied historical tidbits about John Kennedy Jr. getting married on Cumberland 1sland and the
Carnegie family’s long connection to the island, Top off the weekend with a relaxing stay at Elizabeth
Pointe Lodge, a seaside inn that specializes in old school hospitality and charm, & soak in an over-sized
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Treasure Hunter

: Eyes on the Prize

Posted by sarahsekula on 12/12/10 - Categorized as

Published in the First Coast Guestbook Winter 2010

The seaside playgrounds of the First Coast have more to offer than meets the eye Just take a closer look: What's
waiting below the surface is just as fascinating.

By Saran Sekula

Off the shimmering shores of Amelia Island, underneath layers of the ocean’s floor, priceless amounts of gold
and jewels are waiting to be uncovered. Not to mention untold stories of shipwrecks past, the veritable time
capsules of the sea.

At least that's what Capt. Doug Pope. the president and CEO of Amelia Research & Recovery, hopes. Locals
know him as a wise, hard-working, if-you-can- dream-it-you-can-do-it type of guy. And he’s been in hot pursuit of
those treasures for the past 12 years, scouring the vast waters of the First Coast.

Pope’s story began on a fateful day—July 31, 1715. The San Miguel, a 180-ton Spanish galleon, set sail from
Hawvana along with 10 other ships in the 1715 Plate Fleet. Somewhere along the Florida coast, the magnificent
ship came to blows with its worst enemy’ not pirates from rivaling Eurcpean countries, but a violent storm that
ravaged nearly all of the ships as they attempted to return te Spain. Historic accounts say “the sea swallowed her.”

Consequently, the San Miguel was last spotted heading north past St. Augustine—without a mast. The ship was
gone without a trace: no known survivors. The kicker is: “It was the register ship of the fleet,” Pope explains.
“Which meant it had permission to carry valuable cargo and important, wealthy passengers.” Therefore, what
likely went down with it was the Queen’s Dowry, full of New World treasures like silver, gold, gemstones, tobacco,
exolic spices and indigo.

New-Age Nautical

‘With all that said, it's easy to see why one might take a keen interest in tracking down this mighty maritime
treasure. These days, though, it's not accomplished by the old swashbuckling ways, or just ripping things apart
without a care

Instead, it's much more precise and scientific. That's partially because of some amazing new technelogy, coupled
with brilliant folks who know how to make it all happen. Likewise, when | meet Capt. Pope on a breezy October
afternoon, the first thing he shows me is a framed photo of his $2 3-million baby, the Polly-L.

She’s the type of ship that sels off a wave of flash bulbs when she glides into town. Not because of her looks—the
Polly-L is a 71-foot research boat that when anchored is hiked out of the water on heavily greased pilings—but
because of her legendary fame. Nonetheless, people are fascinated with what might be one of the finest and
most capable vessels ever used in underwater archeology.

Consider this: She can venture 50 to 100 miles from port and stay out for 90 days without returning to land. In fact,
the Polly-L has held her own in winds up to 100 mph and raging seas up to 23 feet. Essentially, she is a six-room
boat on stilts, and she's everything that other boats wish they could be.

She makes her home in Amelia Island, where each summer during treasure-hunting season—May to August—
she gets quite the workout. It's a time when seas tend to be calm and Pope’s salty, six-member crew works from
sunup to sundown, with no days off for 90 days straight, hoping every day might be the day they hit the mother
lode. And, believe it or not, such a strike would not be that far-fetched. Interestingly enough, the statistics are as
promising as the shiny Spanish silver dollar, known as a “piece of eight,” that Pope wears around his neck.

Better yet, “Florida has the probability of more Spanish shipwrecks because they all sailed from Havana through
the narrow Straits of Florida, which put them practically on our coast during a normal passage,” he says. In other
words, Spanish fleets would jam-pack their vessels with South American treasure and round up the galleons in
Havana. Then, they'd set sail in a northerly direction, using the Gulf Stream to zip them back toward their
homeland. If they ran into dicey weather, however, a disaster at sea was not uncommon.
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No Easy Task

The search for shipwrecks is by no means simple. In fact, Pope readily admits it's the hardest work he has ever
done. “If treasure hunting were easy we would send the women and children out te do it, and we would stay in the
bar and drink beer all day,” he says jokingly. Which begs the question, what keeps this squinty-eyed, 62-year-old
adventurer going?

“Hardheadedness, “ he says. “Tenacity,” his wife, Jann, adds.

Also spurring the captain on is his sidekick, Scott Jensen, an underwater archaeologist who shares the same
seafaring passion. Sitting across from Pope in his equipment-rich beach house in Fernandina Beach, Jensen is
a great imitation of a pirate if there ever was one. At nearly 7 feet tall, he sports a black bandana with a long, curly
ponytail peeking out. A clunky gold-diver's watch graces his left wrist. Dirt makes its home under each of his
fingernails. He's got four college degrees under his belt, along with a master's in marine archaeology

“There’s not too many boys who don't want to go treasure hunting,” Jensen tells me. “It's a lifelong dream. Diving
to the ocean’s depths and locking for signs from the past s like opening a birthday present. Every time you dive in,
you never know what lies in store for you. | find it difficult not to be passionate about it.”

So how does one go about catapulting that dream into a reality? For Pope, it was a simple conversation with a
local treasure-tale friend that sparked the interest. That and the fact that he met Mel Fisher, a legendary treasure
hunter who tracked down millions of underwater loot in his day. Fisher could, no doubt, inspire the most skeptical
of skeptics. So, after years in the cabinet-making business and time spent as a decorated helicopter pilot, serving
in Vietnam and Operation Desert Storm, Pope asked his wife, “What do you think about us becoming treasure
hunters?” To which she responded, quite calmly, “Well, you are smarter than the average bear. You can do
anything you put your mind to. Se, yes.”

And, together, the captain and his wife have had their eyes on the prize ever since.
surprise After Surprise

Over the years, more and more clues showed up. In 1975, one of their partners found 22 gold coins at the south
end of Amelia Island. Not far off, 11 coins dating from 1531 to the 1540s also turned up. More proof suggested a
shipwreck of historical importance could be located off the south end of the island. Not surprisingly, all of the
rusted relics were discovered after a major storm. In that regard, “Hurricanes are bad for the general public, but for
treasure hunters they are pretty good; they tend to uncover a lot of things,” Jensen says. “During the last hurricane
that brushed the coast, the dunes had cut back so far that people were just finding hundreds of coins.”

Pretty good, indeed. Then, in 1989, a gentleman gave Pope 15 silver coins that he found on the beach of nearby
Little Talbot Island. “These coins were badly oxidized,” Pope says, “but appeared to be of the 1715 era.” Bingo.
That's the year the San Miguel disappeared

Likewise, later in 1989, a gentleman from Atlanta found 28 gold coins on the beach. Again, same loca- tion: the

south end of Amelia Island. And, in 1991, Pope discovered an artifact that has never been found before, a
jeweler's fumace, a device that's used to cook out impurities and determine the worth of gold. The valuable piece

was excavated from—you guessed it—the southern beaches of the island. And, according to research, this is
something you'd only find on a ship of great impertance.

New Season

With all of these found artifacts, accompanied by undying gusto, it comes as no surprise that each year when
summer rolls around, everyone knows where Capt. Pope will be—out to sea. He'll pack up his King James
Version Bible, family photos, an iPod full of Rolling Stones, Elvis and Jimmy Buffet tunes, a Clive Cussler book or
two and his favorite blue jeans. Oh, yes, and beer. He allows himself and the crew members three beers before
turning in. He then snoozes about five hours, only to wake at daybreak and start digging, and diving, all over again.

To fearmn more about Ameiia Isiand’s detailed history, stop by the Amelia Island Museum of History, 233 S. 3rd St,
904-261-7378, www.ameliamuseum.org

© 2010 Sarah Sekula - Powered by WordPress & Mimbo
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Dining Notes: How much pizza can you eat?

Posted: December 31, 2010 - 12: 10am

By Gary T. Mills
Find a local restaurant Qualify for Brucci's Pizza Bowl
Restaurant: In advance of its upcoming pizza eafing contest,
Brucci's Pizzeria is inviting potential competitors
Typeoffood: to qualify for the event by eating as much pizza as
<Any= = they can in 20 minutes for a $15 entry fee.
Price The pizza, pasta and panini restaurant will pick the

top 30 qualifiers to compete in the second annual
Brucci's Pizza Bowl at its Ponte Vedra Beach
restaurant on Saturday, Jan. 29. Qualify for the
event through Saturday, Jan. 15, at any of Brucci's
three Northeast Florida locations:

= Ponte Vedra Beach: 880 Highway A1A, Suite #8

= Julington Creek: 540 State Road 13, Suite #10
= West Beaches: 13500 Beach Bivd., Suite 36

Last year's inaugural Fizza Bowl featured celebrity judges and game-day announcers, including Dan
Hicken, Brent Martineau, Mike Hollis and Sheriff John Rutherford.

And for those looking for an eating challenge any day of the week, Brucci's menu offers the
Fuhgeddaboudit, a double-thick, 18-inch pizza with your choice of seven regular toppings and extra
cheese for $32.99 — or free, if you and a friend can eat the whole pizza in less than an hour.

Restaurant Week returns to Amelia Island
Amelia Island’s popular Restaurant Week refums for ifs third year Jan. 23-30.

Twenty-three restaurants ranging from fine dining to "flip-fiop friendly” are scheduled to participate in
the weeklong event that offers a special fixed menu of three courses and a beverage offered at a cost
of either $19 or $29 per person.

Participating restaurants include:

=29 South, 29 S. Third St.

= Baxter's, 4919 First Coast Highway.

= Beech Street Grill, 801 Beech St

= Bonito Grill & Sushi, 614 Centre St.

= Brett's Waterway Cafe, 1 S. Front St

= Cafe 4750 italian Kitchen & Wine Bar, 4750 Amelia Island Parkway.
= Cafe Karibou, 27 M. Third St.

= Crab Trap, 31 N. Second St.

= Espana Restaurant & Tapas, 22 S. Fourth St.

= Golf Club of Amelia Island, 4700 Amelia Island Parkway

= Horizon's, 4828 First Coast Highway.
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= Jack & Diane's, 708 Centre St. More Classifieds

Most Viewed Stories || Most Commented

= Joe's 2nd Street Bistro, 14 S. Second 5t

. K3||Bf5 C tyard Cafe. 19 S. Third St Wictim of Saturday crash in 5t. Johns County
' B i identified (0 comments)
= Le Clos, 20 S. Second St. Law & Disorder: Separate crashes injure 5

Saturday moming (8 comments)
= Lulu's at the Thompson House, 11 5. Seventh St.

Jacksonville homicides below 100 for first fime
= Marina Restaurant, 101 Centre St. in almest 30 years (45 commenis)
Mayport: Garrier on the way (18 comments)
= Merge, 510 S. Eighth 5t.
Documents, political ties uncloak Jacksonville's
= O'Kane’s Irish Pub & Eatery, 318 Centre St. courtroom conflicts (15 comments)
= PLAE, 80 Amelia Village Circle
= Sliders Seaside Grill, 1998 S. Fletcher Ave.
= The Surf Restaurant & Bar, 3199 S. Fletcher Ave.
= The Verandah, 6800 First Coast Highway.

And here's a good idea other similar dining events may want to replicate: During Amelia‘s Restaurant
Week, diners can enter for a chance to win a "Year of Dining” prize of one $50 qift ceriificate for each of
the participating restaurants.

For more information, visit www amelizislandrestaurant week_com.
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AMELIA ISLAND, FL--(Marketwire - Decernber 8, 2010) - On Mew Year's Day,
college football fans will pack the Everbank Field to...
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Gator Bowl Brings Wolverines and Bulldogs to Amelia Island
AMELIA ISLAND, FL--(Marketwire - 12/08/10) - On New Year s Day, college football fans
will pack the Everbank Field to watch the Wolverines of University
finance.yahoo.com! /Gator-Bowl-Brings-Wolveri i (i
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Gator Bowl Brings Wolverines and Bulldogs to Amelia Island

On New Year's Day, college foothall fans will pack the Everbank Field to watch the
Wolverines of University of Michigan and Bulldogs of Mississippi State University ...
www marketwire.com/press-release/Gator-Bowl-Brings . - Cac

Gator Bowl Brings Wolverines and Bulldogs to ..

PR MNewswire Stocks. ... AMELIA ISLAND, FL - (Marketwire) - 12/08/10 -- On MNew
Year's Day, college football fans will pack the Everbank Field to watch the ...
markets.financialcontent.com/prnews/hews/read ?GUID=15950260 - Cached

Gator Bowl Brings Wolverines and Bulldogs to
Mews Feed item. Gator Bowl Brings Wolverines and Bulldogs to Amelia Island
www. ulitzer.com/node/1642553 -

Gator Bowl Brings Wolverines and Bulldogs to ...

Gator Bowl Brings Wolverines and Bulldogs to Amelia Island ... trip with two VIP
tickets to the Gator Bowl, stay at the Ormni Amelia Island .
markets.sltrib.com/mng-sltrib/news/read?GUID= 15950260 -

Markets — Financial Market Summaries at SFGate
Gator Bowl Brings Wolverines and Bulldogs to Amelia Island .. trip with two VIP

tickets to the Gator Bowl, stay at the Omni Amelia Island ...
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