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Perception issues in the meetings industry are one
thing, but when they
dustry of a state heavily dependent upon this revenue

arise in the broader tourism in-

source, the climate can turn decidedly cloudy

That’s why, in the wake of the BP Gulf oil spill di-
saster, Florida has fought hard to dispel the misbe
gotten perception that all 1,260 miles of coastline
were ever in peril. As the well-informed are aware,
nothing could be further from the truth. In fact, even
in the vulnerable Gulf Coast region of northwestern
Florida's Panhandle, most of the beaches stayed open
throughout the crisis. President Obama did his part
in August to promote “business as usual” by bring-
ing the First Family to Panhandle beaches for a short
vacation, swimming in the ocean and cruising aboard
the 50-foot Bay Point Lady in Panama City Beach and
enjoying the sight of porpoises swimming nearby.

Meeting planners can confidently echo the presi-

MNortheast Coast

dent’s supportive sentiment to their prospective at-
tendee tFlorida
confirms, “All of the Sunshine State’s 825 miles of
beaches and 1,260 miles of coastline are ‘Open for

: Come on in, the water’s fine.

Business
Live at VisitFlorida.com.”

No manner of man-made or natural calamity will
ever change Florida’s long history of hosting interna-

We invite you to see for yourself on Florida

tional groups and major events such as Super Bowls
and national political conventions. As a result, there's
an outstanding meetings infrastructure in place.

Florida also offers a tremendous diversity of meet-
ing places, of course, from booming cities to natural
wonders, along with world-class restaurants, shop-
ping and unmatched golf. And this state has two oth-
er things no other destination can match: the most
spectacular beaches in the world, and the greatest
array of attractions in the world.

Jacksonville is a surprising — and very affordable — destination for meeting planners. In addition,
because the city enjoys prominence as a center for medical meetings with its extensive network of
world-class medical facilities, the meeting and convention staff at Visit Jacksonville are experienced at
semnving the needs of this specialized meetings segment.

For large groups, The Prime F. Osborn Il Convention Center offers 160,000 square feet of flexible
meeting space. And there are a variety of non-traditional meeting places, ranging from the Jacksonville
Zoo & Gardens to the Ribault Club, a legendary watering hole for the privileged set in the Roaring "20s.

The largest meeting and convention hotel in the northeast Florida region is the 966-room Hyatt
Regency Jacksonville Riverfront, which offers 110,000 square feet of flexible exhibit and event space,
including outdoor terraces and function space overlooking the St. Johns River.

Ponte Vedra Inn & Club in Ponte Vedra Beach, 20 miles southeast of Jacksonville, is a five diamond
Jewel established in 1928. The resort has 250 luxurious rooms and suites, most of which are oceanfront,
25,000 square feet of meeting space and two links-style golf courses.

In total, there are 22 500 guest rooms in the area, which also includes St. Augustine, the oldest
permanent (non-Mative) settlement in America; and beautiful Amelia Island with the Victorian town of
Fernandina Beach. Amelia Island Plantation has 249 oceanview guest rooms; one-, two- and three-
bedroom villas; 49,000 square feet of meeting space; and three championship golf courses. Omni Hotels
& Resorts recently purchased the property and expects to take over full ownership and operation
sometime this fall. The brand plans to expand Amelia Island Plantation with approximately 125 additional
guest rooms and suites as well as a new 16,000-square-foot ballroom.




JACKSON VILLE

2 Othmgs to do & see in

plaC TOBER

The Amelia Island Jazz Festival returns to
the [sle of Eight Flags October 3-9 with a
week's worth of music-themed events like
the Red, White & Blues wine tasting and
blues concert and Dixieland jazz brunch, as
well as performances by cﬁtically-ar"claimed
jazz artists. Legendary pianist and composer
Ramsey Lewis headlines the event along
with singer and Mel Tormé's son Steve
March Tormeé—or, as I like to call him, The
Velveteen Fog. Admission prices vary, though

some events are free. For information, call
504-4772 or visit ameliaislandjazzfestival.com.




FLORIDA MONTHLY

PRIy . Goylord Palms Hotel & Convention Center

While Florida may boast sore of the 5:33351‘ and most [uxeriowus hotels
and resorts, /¢ 'S a/so home to anf?ue /cdgf}gs Lhroughioed the state. From
Pree fowses o haunted bed & breakiusts, pet hiotels o fustoric /ocales,
each Coanl‘y oAFfers 1S cewn array of e.\(cr'ft'fg amenties. So when Z‘rm/erdfrg
the state, consider staying in ore of hese distinctive locations.

Jacksomille/
A rre lra Island Hrec

Nassau County’s Amelia Island
Plantation, one of Florida’s most well-known
destinations, boasts a championship golf course,
tennis courses, nightlife, fine dining, social events,
spa, shops and more. Locals may also appreciate
The Addison on Amelia Island, a two-story bed
& breakfast built in 1876; The Amelia Island
Williams House, a place noted for hosting
weddings and offering stunning guest rooms; the
Elizabeth Pointe Lodge, which is oceanfront and
offers a strong maritime theme; and the
Fairbanks House Bed & Breakfast, which was

built in 1885.
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Southern Living
really likes us

Ferpandina Beach was
ranked first among 17 desti-
nations in the “Best Small
Town Getaway” article in the
October issue of Southern
Living magazine.

The article features a page
on Fernandina Beach, includ-
ing an image of Centre Strect
and lLe Clos. Other destina-
tions  featured include
Highlands, N.C.; St. Michaels,
Md.; Natchitoches, lLa., and
Granbury, Texas.

The Amelia Island
Convention and Visitors
Bureau works with the writ-
ers and editors of Southern
Living and other publications
o generate exposure for the
island’s tourism industry.

“We constantly reach out
to the media with intriguing
story ideas that appeal to their
readers or viewers, and help
writers by providing photog-
raphy, travel advice and any-
thing else they need to tell
Amelia’s story to the world,”
said Gil Langley, president and

CEO of the Amelia Island
CVB. “Our ongoing public
relations efforts have been
extremely successful in creat-
ing awareness for our desti-
nation by reaching millions of
potential travelers through arti-
cles such as this.”

Fernandina Beach was also
recently featured in the
September issue of Coastal
Living magazine (“Best Little
Beach Towns™) and Amelia
Island has been featured in
recent issues of Charlotte mag-
azine ("Great Escapes”™) and
Scholastic Parent & Child
(“Traveling Through Time").

The Amelia Island CVB
contracts with Hayworth
Creative Public Relations for
all public and media relations
for the destination. The agency
firm coordinates the develop-
ment and dissemination of
press materials, coordination
of writer visits to the island,
creation of consumer promo-
tions and special event oppor-
tunities and more.




FOLIO WEEKLY

BEST PLACE TO CANOE OR KAYAK
Amelia Isl

Fort Clinch caps the northern tip of Amelia
Island, across the Amelia River from Georgia.
From a boat launch there, one can paddle to
downtown Fernandina Beach or over to St.
Marys, Ga., and Cumberland Island. At the
southern end of the island, the 200-acre Amelia
Island State Park offers paddling through salt
marshes, where rivulets of tidal creeks cut
winding pathways through the cordgrass. In
both parks, watchful eyes might see an osprey
snatch a fish in its claws or a dolphin or two or
three rolling through the surf.




Longboat Key gets high
honors from Conde Nast

LONGBOAT KEY — Conde
Nast Traveler readers think
highly of Longboat Key, ac-
cording to a recent read-
ers’ poll.

Longboat Key was se-
lected the third best
North American island
in the magazine’s 2010
Readers’ Choice Awards.

Longboat Key finished
ahead of Amelia Island
(No. 6), Hilton Head, S.C.
(No. 9), and St. Simons
Island, Ga (No. 10).

Kiawah Island in
Charleston, S.C., and
Victoria Island in Cana-
da ranked first and sec-
ond, respectively.

“It is quite an hon-
or for Longboat Key to
make such a great show-
ing in its debut in the
coveted Readers’ Choice
Awards,” said Elliott Fal-
cione, interim executive
director of the Braden-
ton Area Convention and
Visitors Bureau.

E.




[OTH ANNIVERSARY

" GIVEAWAY 10
CELEBRATION £

In Celebration of Our 10th Anniversary, FPoints North magazine and its partners
present opportunities for our readers to visit spec 1&1(;1,;&9.' destinations,
v York City to Tallahassee and Destin to Palm Beach.

from Nev

PoiNTS NORTH MAGAZINE has served the entertainment and informational needs of residents and business owners in Atlanta’s Stylish
Northside since May 2000. During the past decade, our editorial staff and writers have reported on many spectacular travel destinations —
each and every month. To celebrate that achievement, and to provide our readers with similar travel experiences to those we have enjoved
during the past 10 years, we are pleased to present our 10th Anniversary Giveaway Celebration, which is open to all Points North readers
(21 years of age and older) who have registered for the Points North Recommends section of wiwww.ptsnorth.com. Some of the trip giveaways

have restrictions on date(s) of travel, and some may require a valid U.S. Passport.

AMELIA ISLAND PLANTATION

Random Drawing Date: Dec. 3

Located on northeast Florida's Amelia Island, the beautiful Amelia Island Plantation is
Florida's Natural Island Destination. The 1,350-acre resort offers fun for the entire family with
3 1/2 miles of wide, uncrowded beach, 54 holes of golf, a full service, holistic spa, 23 tennis
courts, 20 pools, an Old Florida-shopping village, a state-of-the-art health and fitness center,
nine dining opportunities, and age-specific youth programs (so parents can enjoy some qual-
ity time together). Amelia Island is.alsp home to Fernandina Beach, a quaint historic district
that blends local flaver and modern cenvenience with its Victerian past, offering a little some-
thing for every taste. Find out more at www.ameliaisland.com.

ocean-view room for two in the Amelia Inn,

Amelia Island Plantation
6800 First Coast Hwy.
Amelia Island, Fla.
888-261-6161
www.aipfl.com

Winner receives a four-night stay in a deluxe

one breakfast for two in the Sunrise Café and one days’ use of bicycles.

POINTS NORTH | November 2010 | ptsnorth.com




BREEZES GRAND NEGRIL, JAMAICA
Random Drawing Date: Dec. 10

Named one of Travel + Leisure's 2008 “Top 25 Hotels in the Caribbean, Bermuda and The Breezes Grand Negril Resort & Spa
Bahamas,” the super-inclusive Breezes Grand Negril Resort & Spa features seaside accom- Negril, Jamaica

modations and top-notch service. The resort’s 22 acres of elegantly manicured grounds and 877-273-3937

private 2-mile stretch of white sand beach offer the ideal Caribbean respite with its six res- www.breezes.com/resorts/breezes-grand-negril

taurants, two swimming pools, and an array of complimentary land and water sports includ-
ing scuba diving, windsurfing, sailing, snorkeling and tennis. Guests can also unwind at the

resort’s signature Blue Mahoe Spa, which features a full menu of purifying treatments. e

One lucky winner will receive a 4-night stay for two, which includes accommeodations, all meals and premium brand

ruction and rental equipment. Prize excludes golf fees, recreational

s Spa S
5, Spa §

which may take

iny major holiday

TRADEWINDS ISLAND RESORTS, ST. PETE BEACH, FLA.
Random Drawing Date: Dec. 17

TradeWinds Island Resorts — the Island Grand and the Sandpiper Suites
— are situated on a strand of beach directly on the Gulf of Mexico, just
30 minutes from Tampa International Airport. The resorts offer access
to two great properties in one, with limitless beachfront recreation,
sumptuous dining, unique shopping and golf privileges at some of the
area’s finest public and private clubs.

Gal pals ready for a getaway need to look no further than
TradeWinds. BFF’s can kick back with a cocktail on a comfy covered
beach cabana, curl up in one of many hammocks lining the beach, or
head over to the spa for a massage or facial. More adventurous friends
can check out the thrilling water sports, take a turn on the bungee
trampoline, or explore the winding waterways via paddleboat. The re-
sorts also tout plenty of options for beachside bonding, including 15
restaurant and sand-in-your-toes bar options, seven pools, two fitness
centers and a spa.

Winner receives a “Girlfriends Getaway” including a four-night

TradeWinds Island Resorts
5500 and 6000 Gulf Blvd.
St. Pete Beach, Fla.
866-587-8538
www.justletgo.com

stay for four at Tradewinds Island Resorts, four Barefoot Beach Babe
Totes to include beach towel, pocket koozie, beach read magazine,
decorative wine glass and “chocipes” recipe booklet, one bottle Choc

A-Bloc wine, and one breakfast for four. Restrictions apply
Py

ptsnorth.com | November 2010 | Points NortH - 11
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GALAPAGOS TO THE

NDS SCORE |

HE WORLD'S TOP 50 ISLANDS HIDE A BIG SECRET: There are actually more than 3,400 of them, stretching from the
South Pacific to the North Atlantic. Consider Bermuda, the top-rated islands in the Caribbean/Atlantic—yes, islands. Really
138 small isles, it is, like many winners, an archipelago. There are 3 Caymans, 75 Tuamotus, 115 Seychelles, and a whopping
1,185 Dalmatians. @ Maui is the only island to score above 90, making it No. 1 in the world for the sixteenth time Closer to
home, ane North American island makes its Top 10 debut: Florida's Longboat Key.
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JACKSONYVILLE

EAT & DRINK

*## Serving contemporary Ameri-
can cuisine in a cozy lounge
setting, PLAE (80 Amelia Village
Cir., 277-2132) offers a daily
surprise wine pour along with a
lengthy and diverse wine list. After
dinner, make your way to the
Falcon’s Nest at the Omni Amelia
Island Plantation (6800 First
Coast Hwy., 261-6161) for drinks
and dancing—on the bar itself, if
you're lucky. ®* On the way to
American Beach, Gourmet Gour-
met (1408 Lewis 5t., 261-8973)
serves appetizers, sandwiches
and pasta perfect for a beachside
picnic. * Horizons (4828 First
Coast Hwy., 321-2430) offers tasty
continental cuisine for lunch and
dinner at Palmetto Walk. Weather
permitting, dine al fresco on the
restaurant’s wraparound porch.

SHOP & EXPLORE
= = Spacialty shops like Island
Flower & Garden (a European

Mormon Meteor Duesenberg,
Amelia Island Concours d'Elegance

INSIDER TIP

The 16th annual Amelia
Island Concours d’Elegance
will be held March 11-13,
2011, at The Ritz-Carlton,
Amelia Island, featuring
250-plus rare car classics.
Headlining? None other
than the legendary “Mor-
mon Meteor” Duesenberg,
once dubbed the “fastest,
most powerful car in the
world.”

G ISR ISR BB EIBSEBOIEROBRERRSS

George Crady Bridge Fishing Pier

Amella ISIand by Alison Trinidad

Wealth defines the unincorporated portions of the 13.5-mile-long
barrier island, roughly a 45-minute drive from Downtown Jax.
simply referred to as Amelia Island (the city of Fernandina Beach

ENncoImpasses sev.

juare miles on the island’s northern side), the

southern end is home to two large resorts and several gated golf
course communities. Homes here are large, with manicured gardens

and waterfront views
live oak tree cano

With its quiet beaches, posh boutiques and
;, Amelia certainly feels like an island, where

times slips away without a care in the world

florist), The Plantation Shop (an-
tiques and home décor) and The
Swing Set (children’s resort wear)
all can be found at Palmetto Walk
(4924 First Coast Hwy., 321-0588),
between The Ritz-Carlton, Amelia
Island, and the Omni. = Speaking
of the Omni, its 44,000-square-
foot Spa & Shops boasts names
like Tommy Bahama, LaCoste, Cale
Haan, BCBG, Michael Kors and
Polo. Marché Burette is an old-
fashioned gourmet food market,
with fresh fruits and vegetables,
prime-cut meats and kitchen
gadgets for your every need. *
Though it has a Jacksonville ad-
dress, the George Crady Bridge
Fishing Pier (251-2320) is accessi-

ble through Amelia Island State
Park at the southern tip of the
island. It's a one-mile, pedestrian-
only fishing bridge that spans
Nassau Sound, epen 24 hours a
day all year long. Anglers have
caught a variety of fish there,
including whiting, jacks, drum and
tarpon. It's $2 to fish; leave exact
change in the honor box. %
































































































































































