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travel AROUND

Seafood, Jazz &
Brew Festival
Hilton Head Island, SC

FLORIDA
Palin Beach
Flavor Palm Beach,
September [-30

Dine fine in Palm Beach

without breaking the
bank as the city’s top
restaurateurs offer
three-course menus
for $20, $30, and $35.
flavorpalmbeach.com
or 561/315-8803

Amelia Island
Amelia Island

Blues Festival,
September |6-17
Soak in the salty breeze
while Willie “Big Eyes”
Smith, Albert Castiglia,
the David Gerald Band,
and other acts serenade
you beside the Atlantic.
ameligislandbluesfest
.com or 404/784-7687

GEORGIA
Fekyll Island
Shrimp & Grits:

The Wild Georgia
Shrimp Festival,
September 16-18

Find fresh-off-the-boat

YOUR SOUTH

r

shrimp, cheesy grits,
and boat tours at this
shrimp-lovers weekend.
. jekyllisland.com

Duluth

JapanFest,
September 17-18
Sample Japanese food
and beer and then take
in one of the drum,
dance, or martial arts
shows during this
cultural event that
benefits the Tohoku
earthquake victims.
japanfest.org or
404/842-0736

Concord
SlowExposures,
September 16-25
Check into the rural
South at the ninth
annual juried photo
exhibit hosting master
photographer lectures
and lunches, discus-
sions, and one of the
best exhibits of
Southern photography
in the region.

| slowexposures.org

= i
II SEPT |

| 9 |

Time Warner Cable
BBQ & Blues
Charlotte, NC

Alphareita
Alpharetta Art

in the Park,
September 24-25
Gallery 35 hosts 35
artisans showing and
selling prints, jewelry,
pottery, furniture, and
more. gallery35.com
or 678/762-1035

NORTH
CAROLINA
Morganion
Historic

Morganton Festival,
September 9-10

The festival celebrates
its 30th anniversary
with free shows by
Rodney Atkins and
David Nail, as well as
blocks of arts and crafts
around downtown.
downtownmorganton.com
or 828/438-5252

Charlotte

Time Warner Cable
BBQ & Blues,
September 9-I|
Accompanied by blues
bands from around

PLAN
AHEAD

FALL TOURS OF HOMES & GARDENS « Charleston, SC
Sept. 22-Oct. 23 + preservationsociety.org = 843/722-4630

FLI14 SOUTHERN LIVING SEPTEMBER 2011

Southiern Living

’

SOUTHEAST
EDITION

September Calendar

=

* Amelia

Island
Blues
Festival
Amelia

Island, FL

North Carolina, nearly
100 teams will compete
to see who makes the
best 'cue. charlottebbq
andblues.com or
704/332-2227

Raleigh

Greek Festival,
September 16-18
Dreaming of sunny,
exotic terrains and
fresh Mediterranean
flavors? Then head for
the State Fairgrounds in
Raleigh, where you can
taste generations-old
recipes and dance

to Greek folk tunes.
holytrinityraleigh.org/
greekfestival or

919/872-8787

SOUTH
CAROLINA
Hilton Head Island
Seafood, Jazz

& Brew Festival,
September 5-10

Lots of beer, cold
oysters, live jazz, and
ocean breezes highlight
this six-day coastal
celebration.
hiltonheadhospitality
association.com

/\

Alpharetta Art
in the Park
Alpharetta, GA

Beaufort

Le. Dan Weekend,
September |5-17

Gary Sinise (who por-
trayed Lt. Dan Taylor in
Forrest Gump) brings the
character to Beaufort
for a weekend festival
benefitting injured
soldiers and celebrating
the town's 300th
birthday. The festivities
include a concert by
Gary's Lt. Dan Band,

as well as arts and
crafts and a parade.
Itdanweekend.com

or 843/524-7866

Greenville
Symphony Tour

of Homes,
September 16-18
Enjoy a tour of five
beautiful homes, a
luncheon, and fashion
shows—all to

benefit the Greenville
Symphony Orchestra.

guildgso.org 5

[EL_ Find our full list of
state-by-state picks—
and submit your own
event: southernliving
.com/calendar

COMPILED BY CORY BORDONARO AND STEPHANIE GRANADA
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Off the Beaten Trac

Three Old-Time Atlantic Island Getaways

BY DEBORAH R. HUSO

fl'\ i -
I[ " | AMELIA ISLAND FLORIDA
UL | Situated at the northeast corner of

. mlm“mm“l 1”“”” ”I‘m] PAitssnaes: Florida, Amelia [sland is separated from the
i mﬂ LLLL i mainland by the Amelia River. To the north
—— is Cumberland Island, Georgia, to the east,
13 miles of pristine alabaster beaches and
thousands of miles of deep blue sea. It's the
only spot in the United States to have been
under eight flags, including those of France,

Spain, Great Britain, and Mexico.
Bonnie Harvey, a former Virginia resident
i - who recently relocated to Rotonda West,
s IR i MRl Florida, with her husband, Loy, has visited
R Bl Amelia seven times and maintains it is her
i k MR favorite island getaway. “We love downtown

!

|

Fernandina, the historical houses, the quaint
downtown shopping, and Fort Clinch,” she
says.

Listed on the National Register of Historic
Places, downtown Fernandina Beach
represents the social and cultural center of
Amelia Island. Dozens of historic homes
and buildings line the palm tree shaded
sidewalks, including the small brick depot
at the corner of Centre and Front Streets,
which now houses the island’s Chamber of
Commerce. This is the perfect spot to begin
a walking tour of the historic district, which
includes Victorian-era homes, churches, and
ornate government structures like the 1912
Bkt = % Nassau County Courthouse, which today
Lighthouse, Roanoke lstand, is 3 s T : houses the local post office, and St. Peters
the focal point of the Manteo -

waterfront. Courtesy Outer
Banks Visitors Bureau.

KICK BACK, TURN OFF THE CELL PHONE, AND SPEND A WEEK IN YOUR FLIP-FLOPS.
OLD-TIME ATLANTIC ISLAND DESTINATIONS ARE PERFECT FOR A BEACH VACATION
WITHOUT A VIEW OF HIGH-RISE HOTELS AND MOBS OF COLLEGE STUDENTS.




Off the Beaten Track:

Three Old-Time Atlantic Island Getaways
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Top: Families can enjoy a wide range of fun activities on Amelia Island, including playing
on its many beaches. Photo courtesy of Amelia Island Tourist Development Council.

Bottom: Amelia Island Plantation is home to three championship golf courses, such as
Ocean Links (pictured), and half of the island's 117 holes. Photo courtesy of Amelia Island
Tourist Development Council.

Episcopal Church with its Spanish-influenced
brick-red gabled roof and mwny gothic pillars
and statuary. Antique shops, craft and clothing
stores, as well as trendy dining spots have taken
up residence in many of the town’s historic
strucrures.

A must-see for a real flavor of the island's
long history is the Amelia Island Muscum of
History on Third Strect. Located in the former
Nassau County Jail, the museum offers visitors
a unique perspective on the past, as costumed
interpreters portraying the colorful characters
of Amelid’s history lead museum and walking
tours,

History lovers and beach goers alike will
appreciate a tip w Forr Clinch State Park.
The park has more than 4,000 feet of Adlantic
Ocean frontage and 8,400 feet of shoreline
along Cumberland Sound. Another good way
to explore the park is by bicycle, riding under
the shaded coastal hammock that leads to the
fort and carching glimpses of the bountiful
wildlife, like rall, graceful white egrets, blue
herons, and island alligators.

Visitors can also explore Amelia Island from
the water with an Amelia River Cruise. With
deparrures throughour the day and ar sunser,
the Ryan-K offers its guests the opportunity to
see dolphins frolicking in Cumberland Sound
or view the bulky manatees thar congregate
around the island in summer. The boat takes
guests within viewing distance of the wild
horses on Cumberland Island, and visitors will
almost certainly see the yawning, deep-billed
pelicans thar gather around the pier ar the
downtown waterfront.

Amelia Island isn't just a haven for wildlife
and quiet seekers, however. It’s also a golfer’s
paradise with over 117 holes of golf. One of
the most celebrated courses is at Amelia Island
Plantation, a 1,350-acre resort that hosts half
the island’s holes.

The island is also known for its unique
assortment  of restauranss  in  downtown
Eernanding Beach, where one can dine on just
about any cuisine under the sun, from seafood
and pasta at the New Orleans-style Joe’s 2nd
Streer Bistro, where tables are scattered about
an enclosed garden courtyard, or at The Surf,
which is just off the beach and one of Harvey's
favorite spots for seafood and live music.

Deborah R. Huso is a frequent contributor to
Chesapeake Home + Living,

CONTACTS:

Amelia Island Tourist Development Council:
ameliaisland.org or 904-277-0717
Chincoteague Island: chincoreague.com

Outer Banks Visitors Burean:

outerbanks.org or 877-629-4386




| DESTINATION REPORT |

From Daytona International Speedway to the international
playground of South Beach, the tropical seaside ambience of
Florida continues to be a magnet for leisure visitors and corpo-
rate groups alike. The Sunshine State attracted 21.2 million visi-
tors this spring, a near]y 7 percent increase over the same time
last year, reports Visit Florida. The total includes 2.2 million
tourists from overseas — a 17 percent increase in that category.

But Florida isn't resting on its reputation as a top worldwide
destination. The state’s most popular and up-and-coming des-
tinations are improving meetings infrastructure and services.
With all that the state offers — world-class beaches, theme
parks, golf courses and nature preserves — it’s no wonder
that so many meeting attendees bring family members. “I
think it's because of the economy,” says Karen Whitaker,
owner of KLW Events Group in Winter Spring, FL. “They
are saving money if they bring family at the same time.
While the attendee is at a meeting or conference, relatives
do other activities, especially in places like Orlando and
Tampa, where you have theme parks, and in Miami.”

As a vibrant cultural melting pot, Miami is the nation’s third
most popular destination for international visitors, after New
York City and Chicago. This year, it was Miami’s turn to host one
U.S.-based consumer goods corporation’s annual sales meeting,
The three-day event, which rotates between Miami and South
America, involved sales leadership, skills and motivation ses-
sions for about 100 regional sales managers from the U.S. and
South America.

During meetings, attendees conducted business in English,
Spanish and Portuguese. Attendees also enjoyed Miami for the
convenience of speaking their native tongue no matter where
they went, says Todd Bludworth, COO and meeting planner,
American Meetings Inc., Fort Lauderdale. “The company chose
Miami primarily for ease of access from South America and
because it’s very comfortable for South Americans. With lan-
guage barriers sometimes being an issue elsewhere, they feel
at ease coming to Miami. Practically everybody speaks Spanish,
and we have a lot of Brazilians (who speak Portuguese) here.
That’s also the case at hotels, so you never have a language
barrier,” says Bludworth.

Attendees were encouraged to bring their spouses. “We want
to be sure to provide entertainment and activities for spouses
while attendees hunker down 9 to 5 for meetings. One of the
biggest requests we get is for shopping because Miami has

By Derek Reveron

The Attraction Is
Purely Tropical

some of the best shopping in the world. We've provided shuttle
service to Lincoln Road Mall and Aventura Mall. And tours to
Vizcaya Museum & Gardens and Key Biscayne,” says Bludworth.
With more than 43,000 hotel rooms, Miami has a growing va-
riety of hotels and resorts. The 313-room JW Marriott Marquis
opened in November at Metropolitan Miami, a $1 billion devel-
opment that includes condos, offices and retail outlets. The JW
Marriott Marquis offers more than 80,000 sf of flexible meet-
ing space, a 50,000-sf sports and
entertainment complex and
a 4,500-sf fitness center.
The 405-room Sheraton
Miami Airport Hotel
& Executive Meeting
Center opened last

December. Located

along the Miami River
four miles from downtown, 4
the hotel provides 20,000 sf of meet- !
ing space.

Miami's abundant meeting and
convention venues are among the best
in Florida. The Miami Beach Convention
Center, which currently offers 500,000
sf of exhibition space, is planning
an expansion that will add
300,000 sf of meeting
and exhibit space. Next
door is the 2,704-seat
Jackie Gleason Theater.
Additionally, James L.
Knight International
Center comprises the
James L. Knight Center,
the Miami Convention
& Conference Center and
the Hyatt Regency Miami,
which offers 612 guest N
rooms and 100,000 sf of
meeting space.

]




Jacksonville

The city of Jacksonville on Florida’s northeast coast
provides more than 16,000 hotel rooms and the Prime E.
Osborn III Convention Center with 160,000 sf of meeting
space. Near the convention center sits the Omni Jacksonville
Hotel, on the St. Johns River, with 354 rooms and 14,000
sf of meeting space. The hotel is just steps away from the
Jacksonville Landing Riverfront Marketplace with its shops,
dining and entertainment.

The 301-room Renaissance World Golf Village Resort and
Convention Center in Jacksonville/St. Augustine has just de-
buted a new boardroom and a newly expanded outdoor event
space called La Terrazza, which accommodates 500 attendees.
The AAA Four Diamond resort now offers 101,000 sf of meeting
and event space.

To the south of Jacksonville is Ponte Vedra Beach, home of
the five-diamond, 250-suite Ponte Vedra Inn and Club, which
offers 25,000 sf of meeting space and two spectacular seaside
links-style courses for golfers. North of Jacksonville on Amelia
Island is the Omni Amelia Island Plantation with 249 ocean-
front accommodations and 49,000 sf of meeting space. Future
enhancement plans include the addition of 125 guest rooms and
16,000 sf of meeting space.

The restored Florida Theatre in Jacksonville, listed on the
National Register of Historic Places, offers five meeting spac-

es. Located along the intracoastal waterway, Queen’s Harbour
Yacht & Country Club has four meeting rooms. The Museum
of Contemporary Art’s indoor meeting space accommodates
up to 800 attendees.
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