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By Cynthia McFarland, Contributing Writer

ne of the best things I've dis-
covered about Florida is that it's
possible to have a complete va-
cation experience in one simple
weekend, Chose the right destination and
it feels as though you're a world away, even
though you're barely two hours from home.
For me, that ideal escape is Amelia Islangd.

Perched at the tip-top of Florida's
Atlantic coast, Amelia Island is an easy
drive with no hectic interstates required.
It's perfect for a girls’ getaway, as well as a
couple or family weekend with the choice
of lodging at a locally owned hotel or one
of numerous bed-and-breakfasts.

I love feeling like a tourist and explor-
ing the myriad shops in the quaint down-
town area—from their antiques and artsy
creations to the candy, coffee, jewelry, and

clothing, [t's fun to walk the docks jammed
with fishing boats and pleasure vessels; you
can even eat outdoors at Brett's Waterway
Café and watch the water traffic.

Fort Clinch State Park is a must-see,
both for the natural beauty (stunning
woods and trails) and the historic value
(an actual military site). Re-enactors in
period dress lend authenticity to this
well-maintained fort that was manned by
V.5, soldiers during the Civil and Spanish
American wars. As you walk the corridors
and peer out the gun slits in thick walls
overlooking Cumberland Sound, it's like
stepping back into another century.

For the adventurous, this tiny town of-
fers plenty of options. You can take a kayak
cruise with Kayak Amelia, ride horses on
the beach at the Kelly Seahorse Ranch,

or tour the scenic waterways with Amelia
River Cruises & Charters. Plus, the island
is brimming with places to bike ride, hike,
and play golf. Of course, there’s always the
beach. Walking that sweeping expanse
with the sand beneath my bare feet is a
rare, but much appreciated, pleasure.

Amelia Island feels so much like vaca-
tion, I'm often tempted to buy a souvenir,
even though it's just one area code away
from home.

Best Places to Stay:
Amelia Hotel, The Fairbanks House

Best Places to Eat:
Beech Street Grill, 28 South, Brett's Waterway Café
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Fort Clinch is one
of tha most weli-
preserved 19th
cantury forts in the
country, though no
battles were fought
there. Catch a tour
of the for, ga fish-
ing an the gier, swim

Amelia lsland is a 13.5-mile-long barier island, of which Fernandina Beach encompasses ch State Park
seven square miles. The restis-an unincorporated area of Massau County. Fort Clinch
State Park is up on the north end, Amelia Island State Fark on the south. Two large
resofts anchor the southern portien of Amelia, and the residents who live there are pretty
particular that their address reads "Amelia Island” rather than “Fernandina Beach.”
Amelia is by no means rural, with a flashy new Ace Hardware and a couple of grocery
stores, But the live oak tree canopies to the south and the historic district of downtown
Fernandina make visitors feal like they're a world away from home, Residential areas of

the island are tucked claser to the center as most waterfront properties are used as at the beach'or
rentals. NEARBY: The area surrounding A1A between 1-95 and Amelia is Yulee, an :m.'p ol\[curnlgiht.
unincarporated area of the county that is a mix of wealth and poverty. Hera, you'll find it o
. : : z 5 2 3 through the park is
trailers on the side of A1A, a SuperTarget, White Oak Plantation; Amelia National Golf pedact for hikers
and Country Club and Oyster Bay Yacht Club. and bicyclists,
Mandarin Attractions
As the southemmost community in Jacksonville, Mandarin is the literal translation of “sub-urban.” ;hehmenu a'lu"k"
And, with its concentration of homes, schools, churches and open space, the historic neighbaor- sr::ond ﬁddi Iljedr‘:ﬂ'\e

hood wears that labal proudly. Stretching from San Jose south to the county line at Julington sealsad thacke
Creek, Mandarin doesn’t have the grit and grime associated with urban living, and its fi il et
skyscrapers are built of tree limbs and foliage rather than steel and concrete. The row of fast-food rumared to be the

chains and strip malls along San fose Boulevard and 1-295 befie the riverfront views, centuries-ald country’s largest

live caks and grand estates that make Mandarin home to so many. Onee a village of orange prvately owned
groves, steamboat docks and brick reads, Mandarin remained a rural community until hame- grouping of pre-
builders started developing subdivisions there in the 19560s. Rapid growth followed the Buckman served animals. If
Bridge’s opening in 1970, and now the area is all but built out. NEARBY: Across the Julington taxidermiy’s not your

= kS 5 T thing, the creekside
Creek Bridge, Julington Creek Plantation and other nearby sudivisions pull in young families whe | (=8 et place

warit to get their kids inta the St Jehne County Schoel District. The subdivisions themselves ane 10 watch for (iiving)
nice {and safe encugh) to walk through, but good luck trying to cross Race Track Road by foot. wildlife

Orange Park/Clay County Attractions

Down in Green
Cove Springs is
Spring Park, The
heart of the park isa
spring-fed municipal
swimming paol.

Orange Park is actually a very small town in size, but the name is often given to areas
of Clay County that extend way beyond its boundaries, When you see the Orange
Park Kennel Club you know you're there, In terms of homes and businesses, the
densast chunk of the county is squeezed between Blanding Boulevard and Hewy. 17
north of Kingsley Avenue. But expansion continues to push scuth to Fleming Island

and points beyond. Bedroom communities to Jax are numerous here, and the traffic Water cormes out of
at peak hours can be a bear. Clay still has lots of open spaces and some of the prat- the earth, is routed
tiest scenery around, particulary Black Creek, Asbury Lake and, way out west, Mike inte the pool and

eventually spills out
into the St. Johns, a
stone’s throw from
the pool.

Roess Gold Head Branch State Park. NEARBY: Whitey's Fish Camp off CR 220 s
something of the community gathering spot. The dewn-home atmosphere, staaks
and fried seafocd platters have dravin crawds for decades and, on particularly busy
weekends, patrons are practically spilling off the docks and into Dectors Lake. in =
fact, many diners arive by boat, Orange Park Kennel Club

World Golf Village The vast area south of Julingtan Creek down to about World Golf Wﬂd &I*:""’g'
Village was without a name until just a few years age. The moniker 5t Ron:atritklill of
Johns was decided upon and it looks like it has taken root. This slice of Fame, two champi-
5t Johns County serves mostly as a place to sleep for commuters nine- enship gelf courses,
to-fiving it in Jacksanwille. Big partions remain undeveloped and parts the PGA Tour Golf
of Hwy. 12 through Switzerand and points farther south lock much like Academy, shops,
they did 30.or 40 years ago; The St. Johns River here is calm and wide restaurants and a
and postcard pretty. NEARBY: If you build it, thay will come. That's the 300-seat (MAX
general idea behind Nocatee, a whole new town being developed a rhea_te-r. Don't farget
couple miles west ot Ponte Medra. New schools, shopping centers, soc- Ii'? ‘":[ r_:_"" Plall:h I
cer fields, nature trails, thousands of homes—they're all on the drawing dioplalzs gcw;“; rnal'gr
board. To date, a few hundred homes have besn completed and the C;O'F.‘npéo'nship :
recently opened, $10 million community waterpark is a sight to behold, trophies.

AITOC, BRADLEY STOOKEY, WORLD GOLF VILLAGE
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For Tommny Bahama and
LaCoste, head to The Spa
& Shops &t Amelia lstand
Plantation. The boutiques
on Cantre Street offer both
touristy kitsch as well as
amall town memaorakdia.
‘fules has all the essentials,
about a 15-minute drive off
the island.

Locals stick 1o Moon
River Pizza, Kabuki and

Oin or near the
beach, Sliders and The
Surf are popalar spots;
at the resors, PLAE and
Tha Verandsh; and on
Centre Sreet, 27 South,
Caft: Kanbo, and

Espafia,

Histaric Tidbit: Established in the late 1930s,
American Beach was a black-owned seacoast resort for
the likes of Ray Chares and Duke Ellington, The now
public beach is sandwiched between Amelia Island
Plartation and The Rite-Carlion, Amelia lsland

P T B
The Avenues Mall & 2 sister
proporty of the 5t Johns
Toiwn Center, with many of
the same stores—Banana
Repibdic, Salstice, Williams-
Sonoma. Patents often take
their kids 1o ride the train

through the mall, begnning
at JCPenney,

Picasso's makes a mean
pizza and the falks at
Enea‘s are really Italian,
For breakfast or lunch,
try Lets Mosh or Village
Bread Café; for drinks
and appetizers, Bonefish
Grill. In Julingtom, try
Blackatane Grille and
Shannon’s insh Pub;

Historic Tidbit: Harrigt Beacher Stowe, author of Uncla
Toms Cabin, wintered in Mandarin in the 15860s. In 1872,
she published Palmetto Leaves, 8 compilation of pleces
abaut the peopleand wildlife of the Mandarin area,

There's no shortages of
strip centers and big boxes
in Clay County, Onecan
bary most anything along
Hwy, 17, at the Orange Park
Mall, or aroand the Argyle
#rea. But a signature
boulique destination?

Mt readly,

and special event venue.

The PGA Tour Stop at the
World Galf Village is the
states largest golf store with
31,000 square fest of retail
space, Mot farare two
factory outlet centers with
brands ke Brooks Brothers,
Coach, Dooney & Bourke
and Fasal,

Where to Shop Where to Eat

Pompeil Coal Fired
Pizza is the real deal. as
is the: ltalian kandmark
Samell. Try the chickén
parmesan, The Hilltep
Club is the area's iconic
spacial events lacale,
Weddings, proms,
BANVEFSANIES, Yyou Name

it, they've hosted it.

Historic Tidbit: In 1523, an heir to the Palmolive Soap
fortune bailt a lavish home on the St Johns. The property
now operates as Club Continental, a private social club

The upscale Thai restay-
rant Galangal off of LS.
1 serves tasty curmies
and sushi. Whethar
bailed, fried, grilled or
smoked, the platters at
the Outback Crab
Shack at Six Mile
Marina can feed a

family-af four

Historic Tidbit: Bartram Tinil High School & named
for the-adventures of naturalst William Bartram. His
book Travels is an environmental time capsule of the
warly days of the country, including Northeast Florda,




I ~ An ultimate kayak experi-

g for you at Kayak Amelia. Tours
you seeing nature at its best as guides
deseribe the salt marsh ecosystem and local his-
~ tory, along with a stop on a sandbar for a snack
and a swim. Expect roughly two hours of kayak-
ing un each three-hour trip. For more informa-
tion visit www.kayakamelia.com.

lifestyle

magazine

V V Kymaro New Body Shaper has
arrived just in time for those summer dresses, jeans and tops that
give little room for extra weight. This undergarment controls and
smoothes figure problems. Available in small to XXXL plus sizes,
this easy-to-wear garment retails at $39.95. For more information
visit www.ubuyez.com or www.amazon.com.
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THE ARTS

Creative Outlets

The artistic spirit is alive and well in Northeast Florida. sv.omomsa
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“Qut, out, damn spot..." Stretch those
stage muscles with beginning and
advanced acting classes for adults, led
by instructor Simone Aden-Reid,

Sundays afterncons, July 13-September

1, $150. Theatre Jacksonville, San
Marco (396-4425), theatrejax.com.

Handmade arts and crafts, funky T-
shirts, fresh-picked fruits and veggies,
live music and great people-watching
make for fun Saturday mornings at the
Riverside Arts Market. Over 100
vendors hawking everything from
earrings to crusty bread to black and
white photography, every Saturday,
10 AM-4 PM, May 9-December 5,
under the Fuller Warren Bridge
(554-6865), riversideartsmarket.com.

Amateur Night at the Ritz, a monthly
happening modeled after the talent
spectacles held at the famed Apollo
Theatre in Harlem, is held the first
Friday of the month at the Ritz
Theatre. 7:30 PM curtain. Tickets are

$5.50. Audience participation can be
vocal and judgmental. Downtown
(632-5555), ritzlavilla.org.

Self-guided, nighttime art walks are all
the rage among gallery owners and
fringe artists. There are three regularly
scheduled in the Jax area: Downtown
Vision's First Wednesday Art Walk;
the Art Galleries of 5t. Augustine’s
First Friday Artwalk; and the
Amelia Island Artrageous Art
Walk, held in Fernandina Beach the
second Saturday of each month.

Not all artists are tortured souls. See
for yourself at the Jacksonville chapter
of AIGA's monthly Cocktails &
Creatives mixer. The evening social,
held at a different local watering hole
each month, is open to all artsy fartsy
types, students, design pros and the
curious. aigajacksonville.org.

Voice of the People at MOCA
Jacksonville is a program that has

ooy s

students, usually young kids who
come from disadvantaged back-
grounds, record their impressions of
pieces in the museum’s permanent
collection. Audio guides are available
via cell and podcast. Downtown (366-
6911), mocajacksonville.org

Don't know a Picasso from a Pissarro?
No bother, all skill levels are welcome
at Yes You Canvas art studio. No
need to bring materials. Canvas,
brushes, paint, smocks and easel are
provided. Adult classes are $35, chil-
dren for $20. Lakewood (993-2047),
yesyoucanvas.com

Think of it as being friends with
benefits. The Friends of the Florida
Theatre receive a package of perks,
probably the best of which is early
ticket purchase access to preferred
seating areas in the concert hall.
Membership levels range from

$150 to $999 annually. Downtown
(355-2787), floridatheatre.com.
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! RAINY DAYS

It’s Raining, It’s Pourin

A little wet weather shouldn’t dampen your spirits. ermaryw snocman

SAVE THE
DATE!

¥ indicates

an event.

Here's an idea: Read a book. Jax has one of
the prettiest public buildings around—the
huge Downtown Main Library. A library
card gives access to thousands of free books
and pericdicals. Oh, and they have DVDs
and CDs to borrow, too (630-2665), jpl.coj.net

The Cummer Museum of Art presents
“Collectors’ Choice,” an exhibit featuring
works of art fram Jacksonville collections,
through September 12. Open Tuesday
through Sunday. Admission is free Tuesdays
from 4-9 PM. If it stops raining, check

out the gardens. Riverside (356-6857),
cummer.org.

? Some community theaters go dark during
the summer, but The Limelight Theatre is
offering a production of The Dixie Swim
Club. Five Southern women whose friend-
ship began on their college swim team
meet every year to catch up, laugh and
meddle in each others’ lives. $20, July
30-August 22, Thursday-Saturday at

7:30 PM, Sundays at 2 PM. St. Augustine
(825-1164), limelight-theatre.org.

Even if it's raining outside, you can still
enjoy the hottest museum in town, the
Jacksonville Fire Museum, which
proudly honors the members of the
Jacksonville Fire and Rescue Department.
Open Monday-Friday from 8 AM-4 PM.
Metropolitan Park (630-0618),
jacksonvillefiremuseum.com.

JACKSONVILLE MAGAZINE: “OURCEBOOK 2010

¥ Thinking you'd like to make the transition
from curling up with a good book to actually
writing one? The University of North

Florida 2010 Writers Conference offers
three days of workshops to get you started.
$299, August 6-8. UNF (620-4200),
unfwritersconference.com.

Sure, it's the only sport where you have to
borrow someone else’s shoes, but bowling
at a place like Bowl America is good,

clean fun. Just don't forget to wear socks.

Named one of the top four classic auto shows by
The New York Times, the Amelia Island Concours
d'Elegance displays hundreds of vintage and
classic motor vehicles each year including some
of the most unusual—and expensive—ever pro-
duced like the Phantom Corsair. In other words,
don't even think about kicking the tires. The three-
day event also includes a car auction (last year's
posted $12 million in sales), test drives, guest
speakers and a gala dinner. March 11-13, 2011,
The Ritz-Carlton, Amelia Island, 636-0027,
ameliaconcours.com.

We may never know what possesses grown men
to dress as pirates and throw beads at strangers
or don fezzes and cram themselves into tiny cars,
but what would the Beaches Parade be without
them? Held every April, the event formerly known
as the Opening of the Beaches Parade is sup-
posed to celebrate the arrival of summer, which
makes no sense either since summer doesn't offi-
cially “arrive” until June. April 2011, Jacksonville
Beach, 247-6236, jacksonvillebeach.org.

For those of you not up on your seafood manufac-
turing history, Fernandina Beach is the birthplace
of the modern shrimping industry, a distinction
that serves as the inspiration for the Isle of Eight
Flags Shrimp Festival. The annual event attracts
more than 100,000, which is about the number of
ways shrimp is served, and also includes a juried
art show, live music, a pirate parade and the Miss
Shrimp Festival. April 29-May 1, 2011, downtown
Fernandina, 261-5841, shrimpfestival.com.
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E» Looe Key

Dive into a “Waferland” during the 26th annual
Lower Keys Underwater Music Festival on July 10.
This year’s festival is an offbeat salute to the classic -
children’s tale “Alice in Wonderland” with underwater
appéarances by divers costumed as Alice, the Cheshire
Catish, the Mad Haddock, the Mock Sea Turtle, March
Herring and others. The event takes place at Looe Key
Reef, in the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary,
about six miles south of Big Pine Key. Each year the
underwater concert attracts about 600 divers and snor-
kelers to the living coral barrier reef. The event, from
10a.m. to2p.m.,, is staged by Keysradio station U.S. 1
Radio (104.1 FM). The music is broadcast underwater
via Lubell Laboratory speakers suspended beneath
boats. The concert’s playlist typically ranges from
humpback whale recordings to sea songs such as the
Beatles’ “Yellow Submarine” and the theme from Dis-
ney’s “The Little Mermaid.” The free event promotes
reef preservation. Charter boats are available. For info
on dive charters and accommodations, call 800-872-3722
or go to fla-keys.com or lowerkeyschamber.com.

B Tallahassee

The 82nd annual Swamp Stomp
Music Festival is an outdoor acous-
tic music festival at the Tallahassee
Museum on July 10. The festival is
organized by one of the Big Bend’s
homegrown musicians, Del Suggs.
The lineup includes folk, country,
blues, bluegrass, the region’s “salt-
water music” and more, plus old-
fashioned games and activities. Ad-
mission is free. Event hours are from
4to0 9 p.m. The museum is at 3945
Musewmn Drive. Info: 850-575-8684,

tallahasseemuseum.org.

£ Amelia Island

Eleven galleries in the historic
district of Fernandina Beach will
hold an Artrageous Artwalkon
July 10. On display will be a diverse -

- selection of art including acrylics,

copper, metals, photography, pottery,
stained glass and watercolors. Event
hours are from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. Ad-
mission isfree. Info: 904-277-0717,
ameliaisland.com. :

E® Naples

Shula’s Steak House Summer
Wine Series features a wine tasting
with complimentary appetizers on
July 5. Admission fee is $10. Event
hours arefrom 5 to 7 pm. Shula’s
Steak House is at the Hilton Naples,
5111 Tamiami Trail North. Info; 239-
4304999, hiltonnaples.com.

B Orlando

Vive la France! The second snnual
Bastille Day celebration features
live entertainment, French wines and
games on July 10. The event, from 2 to
10 p.m. in the Audubon Park Garden
District along the Corrine Drive
corridor; will be highlighted by a
French market, Provencal petanque
games, dank-a-mime contestsand a
Parisian waiters race. And it isru-
mored Marie Antoinette will make an
appearance. Proceeds benefit the
Audubon Park Garden District. Info:
apgardens.com.



The Palm Beach Post

FESTIVE mmn' |

1. Pensacola

33rd Annual Pensacola
Seafood Festival, §9pt.

annual event. Visit
www.fiestaoffiveflags.org
/SeafoodFestival. or call
(850) 433-6512.

2. Wausau

41stAnnual Funday &
Possum Festival, Aug. 7.
This annual event fea-
tures a possum pa:‘ade,
possum stew, live music,
dance, aris and crafts
and a variety of contests.
Visit www.wausau
possum festival.com for
additional information,

or call (850) 6_38-1781.

3. Amelia island

The Great Southern
Tallgate Cook-off, 3 p.m.
Aug 27,9 am. Aug. 28
Main Beach A twod
event featuring more
than 30 professional
teams and 10 backyard
(amateur) teams. On
Aug. 28, the cook-off will
feature regional bands
throughout the day with
music ranging from rock
to reggae. Admission is
free. For more informa-

tion, visit www.gstailgate
cookoff.com, or call
(904) 238-1849.

— Katie MeBroom

Prices on the travel pages
are subject to change
and often do not include
gpﬂicalsble tmsée or fees.

pecials may be affected
by restrictions, blackout
dates and avatlability.
Contact your travel ageur
Jor details.




FOLIO WEEKLY

Field Guide
to N.E.

Photos by Walter Coker

You've just arrived. You've lived here forever. You're building your dream home. You live in

your parents’ basement. Whatever your circumstance, Folio Weekly's Field Guide is the only
guide you need to make your way in Northeast Florida. Along with contact info for elected
officials, a four-county guide to parks and a complete guide to historic and cultural
resources, our 2010 Field Guide offers a snapshot of the region’s signature events, festivals
and attractions, along with a slew of insider secrets that everyone should know. So whether
you're looking to rediscover your own hometown or just want send an annoying houseguest

out to explore, Folio Weekly’s Field Guide is the only resource you need.
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