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A San Francisco fandmark returns to ‘

e i rlichs FORE| TPC San Antonlo boasts two marquee

golf courses ™ Next week

FLORIDA = ENTERTAINMENT

LNIVERSAL STUDIOS

Can you really play quidditch like Harry Potter at the Wizarding World of Harry Potter at Uni-
versal Orlando Resort? No, but there's a ride that wants to make you feel like you are.

From Harry Potter's new digs to Mickey's kingdom and the
space shuttle's launch site, Florida might just bewitch you

By Helon Anders

AMERICAN-STATESMAN STARY

his summer in Florida, you can

zip around Hogwarts castle with

Harry Potter in Orlando, go

swimming on a horse in Braden-

ton, snorkel in the Keys, explore

new clubs in South Beach or

watch one of the last space shuttle launches
at Cape Canaveral.

The Sunshine State has a lot to offer, so it's

alwaysa for
and families. Just remember that summer
is hurricane season, so you might want to
talk to & travel agent about trip insurance
If you can't afford to lose the money you're
spending on your vacation,

Here are new things to do in Florida:

Orlando: The Wizarding World of Harry
Potter opens June 18 at Universal Orlando
Resort. It includes a ride that lets you soar
argund the castle. get into a quidditch match
and feel the chilling effect of a dementor,
all using robotic technology and film. Ticket
prices vary; learn more at

MONROE COUNTY TOURISM DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

Slip away to Key Largo for the Reef Fest June
5-10and explore shipwrecks and coral reefs.
You might even find a treasure.

south of St. Petersburg has a new way toen-
joy the waves — on horseback. Great World
Nature Tours will put you on a horse for a
ride along the beach, after which your horse
will swim out into Palma Sola Bay with you
still astride. Prices vary but start around

com. And if you're going to Orlando, don't
forget about the celebrity mice at Disney
‘World (disneyworld.disney.go.com/). The
waorst thing you can do, though, is try to do
these parks in a day or two,

Bradenton: This Gulf Coast community

§100, Go to S65.C0M,

Space Coast: The Central Coast of Florida is
home to Kennedy Space Center, which is fun
to visit, and you can arrange to see a launch
(although you should know that they're often

See MAGIC, H13

A waterfall spills inte a pool at the Ritz-Carlton on Amelia Island. The
hotel is on the beach and makes for a weicome break from the road.

Road trip through luxury
across northern Florida

By Nicole Carbon

SURCTALTOMHE AMERICAN STATERMAN

Road trip? Ick. Those words
were enough to conjure flash-
backs of when my husband and
I drove Interstate 10 across the
country and stayed in sketchy
roadside motels where T wouldn't
dare let even a bare toe touch the
earpet,

But when astronomic air-
fares made our original plans
for a holiday vacation in North
Carolina more expensive than we
could stomach, suddenly a road
trip didn’t seem so bad. Maybe it
was thriftiness, maybe it was my
husband’s pleading blue eyes, but
1 agreed to a driving vacation. |
had two conditions, though: We
had to spend some time at the
beach, and we had to stay in com-
fort and style, We chose to make
stops in both the northwest and
northeast tips of Florida.

We decided to do the first leg

MARK WIELANI

IFYOU GO

WaterCalor Inn & Resort, 34
Goldenrod Circle. 850-534-5000;
rooms start at $375 and include
complimentary breakfast and
recreational rentals; watercolor-
resort.com.

Ritz-Cariton, Amelia Island, 4750
Amelia Island Parkway. 904-277-
1100; rooms at $199 with pack-
ages at $274; ritzcariton.com.

of our trip in one 13-hour drive
to the Florida Panhandle, Armed
with a sack of goodies from
Whaole Foods, we headed for the
area between Destin and Panama
City that locals call 30A. Florida
304 is not your typical highway.
A short dip south of I-10, it's a
scenic stretch lined with a bike
path that runs through 20 miles
of beaches dotted with storybook

See LUXURY, H13




MARK WIELAND

A waterfall spills into a pool at the Ritz-Carlton on Amelia Island. The
hotel is on the beach and makes for a welcome break from the road.

Road trip through luxury
across northern Florida

By Nicole Carbon

SPECIAL TOTHE AMERICAN-STATESMAN

Road trip? Ick. Those words
were enough to conjure flash-
backs of when my husband and
1 drove Interstate 10 across the
country and stayed in sketchy
roadside motels where [ wouldn't
dare let even a bare toe touch the
carpet.

But when astronomic air-
fares made our original plans
for a holiday vacation in North
Carolina more expensive than we
could stomach, suddenly a road
trip didn’t seem so bad. Maybe it
was thriftiness, maybe it was my
husband’s pleading blue eyes, but
I agreed to a driving vacation. I
had two conditions, though: We
had to spend some time at the
beach, and we had to stay in com-
fort and style. We chose to make
stops in both the northwest and
northeast tips of Florida.

We decided to do the first leg

IFYOU GO

WaterColor Inn & Resort, 34
Goldenrod Circle. 850-534-5000;
rooms start at $375 and include
complimentary breakfast and
recreational rentals; watercolor-
resort.com.

Ritz-Carlton, Amelia Island, 4750
Amelia Island Parkway. 904-277-
1100; rooms at $199 with pack-
ages at $274; ritzcarlton.com.

of our trip in one 13-hour drive
to the Florida Panhandle. Armed
with a sack of goodies from
Whole Foods, we headed for the
area between Destin and Panama
City that locals call 30A. Florida
30A is not your typical highway.
A short dip south of I-10, it's a
scenic stretch lined with a bike
path that runs through 20 miles
of beaches dotted with storybook

See LUXURY, H13




LUXURY: Doing road trip the right way

Continued from H12

towns along the way. One of
the towns you might be fa-
miliar with is Seaside, made
famous by the movie “The
Truman Show™ starring Jim
Carrey. The town is charm-
ing with cottagelike homes,
grassy parks and cobble-
stone pathways leading to the
beaches with powder-white
sand and clear, emerald-green
water. This is a place where
you park the car and leave it,
and clothing is bathing suits
and sundresses; shoes are
optional.

The main accommodations
in this area are beach-house
rentals with a few bed-and-
breakfasts, although there is
one AAA Four Diamond re-
sort in the town of WaterCol-
or near Seaside. The Water-
Color Inn & Resort is made up
of 60 rooms that have either
ocean views or dune views.
We made ourselves comfort-
able in an ocean-front room
(even the shower looked out
over the water) with a pri-
vate balcony outfitted with
Adirondack chairs.

For dinner, we made our
way down to the Inn’s signa-
ture restaurant, Fish Out of
Water, which is led by two-
time James Beard Founda-
tion semifinalist chef Philip
Krajeck. Krajeck takes ad-
vantage of the locale with a
menu of abundant seafood
offerings accompanied by
locally farmed vegetables.

The dining room was full of
voung families, empty nest-
ers and even a wedding party.
We started with a signature
cocktail made with grape-
fruit juice-infused vodka,
and went on to dine on fresh
blue crab salad with avocado
and radish and black grouper
in a tarragon local vegetable
stew. It's no wonder Fish Out
of Water has been honored by
Wine Spectator magazine.

The next day, we awoke
to crashing waves and then
filled our lungs with the crisp
sea air as we jogged along the
beach. In the afternoon, we
rode the inn's beach cruisers
through the grounds

When it was time for a bite
to eat, we decided on Bud &
Alley's. a staple that has been
in Seaside since the town's in-
ception in 1986. We snacked
on the best sweet potato fries
[ have ever had and did a little
shopp in the town center,
which is anchored by an out-
door ampitheater, grassy
park areas and shops and
restaurants. I couldn’t pull
my husband out of Central
Square Records, a cool, hip
independently owned record
store upstairs from a book-
store overlooking the beach.
It reminded me of a miniver-

WALTON COUNTY TDCBEACHES OF SOUTH WALTON
White sand and emerald green water line the beaches of Walton
County in the Florida Panhandle.

sion of Waterloo Records and
BookPeople, but beachside.

It was hard to leave, but it
was soon time to get back in
the car for a five-hour trip
straight across Florida on In-
terstate 10 to Amelia Island

Situated about 45 minutes
north of Jacksonville on
Florida's northeast coast,
this area boasts 13 miles of
beaches surrounding a Vie-
torian town. Here you'll find
world-class golf and quaint
shops, along with some of
Florida's best real estate. Al-
though this area has a laid-
back beach vibe, it is classy.
Think Lilly Pulitzer and Polo
Ralph Lauren. It's no won-
der the Ritz-Carlton, where
we chose to stay, set up shop
right on the beach.

The hotel has a newly reno-
vated spa, and, after all those
cramped hours in the car,
we needed it. The signature
treatment exclusive to this
property is called Heaven
in a Hammock. Dreamed up
by massage therapist Stacy
Myers, the treatment uses
a hammock to elongate the
spine and create a sense of
weightless floating. You wear
light-blocking goggles and
voga-type clothing while the
therapist uses rocking, rhyth-
mic motions that both ener-
gize and relax the body.

Relaxed and recharged
from the spa, we set out for

a stroll on the beach. Here
the beaches are the color of
brown sugar and the water is
a darker hue than along the
northwest Florida coast. The
walk worked up our appetite,
but we didn’t want to leave
our comfortable surround-
ings. Luckily, we didn’t have
to venture far for a taste of
local flavor. We dined at the
hotel’s signature restaurant,
Salt. The restaurant’s name
refers to both the seasoning
and the locale, as Amelia
Island is situated between
the Atlantic Ocean and the
intracoastal salt marshes
We- couldn't resist freshly
caught Florida pompano that
was paired with a cauliflower
mussel emulsion and side of
wild mushrooms.

With bellies full, we cozied
up in luxurious Egyptian
cotton linens and enjoyed
a restful night's sleep. Who
wouldn’t mind a little driving
when this was the destination
at the end of the road?



Fiorida’s longestriver; add scenic wetlands
and 20 miles of Atlantic Ocean beaches.
Mix in-a vibrant downtown and sprinkle
with golf courses, nature preserves,
heritage sites and endless outdoor
adventure. What have you got? Sunny
Jacksonville, on Florida’s northeast coast!

The historic downtown, bisected by the
St. Johns River, provides gorgeous views
and big-city pleasures like outdoor cafés,
shops, galleries, clubs, sports teams,
theaters and museums. Beach aficionados
can head off to the river or ocean to swim,
indulge in watersports or just catch the
rays. Active types can hike, bike, fish,
kayak, bird-watch and more.

Be here for Memorial Day weekend and
getthe summer off to a cool start during
the free Jacksonville Jazz Festival
(May 27-30). More no-cost options: The
Friday night Moonlight Movies, held
outdoors at the Sea Walk Pavilion, start on
May 21 and run through June 11. And the
Pavilion's monthly summer jazz series
begins June 13 and runs through August.
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A great

week
made easy!

ant to end your meal on a chocolatey highmote? This
surprisingly easy-to-niake truffle cake from Pelerbrooke
Chocolatier, a Jacksonville:landmark, will do the trick! (=

Bake-at-Home Truffie Cake

02 Ths. instant 0.8 0z. Pelerbrooke
coffee granules dark chocolate, sugar
- 0 1 cup unsalted butter chopped 04 eggs

Preheat oven to 350°F. Wrap aluminum close attention. Mix sugar into butter;
foil around bottom and outside of 8" stir into melted chocolate. Cool. Stir !
springform pan; coat inside with cooking cooled coffee into chocolate mixture;
spray. Dissolve coffee granules in 1/2 cup Wwhisk in eggs. Make sure mixture is not
hot water; cool. In pot, melt butter slowly: toohot or you will have serambled eggsl
and carefully over low heat; remove from Pour batter inta pan. Bake 40 minutes.
heat and cool. In large microwave-safe Cake will be "jiggly.” Refrigerate

bowl, microwave dark chocolate on High ovemight. Before serving, remove side

in 20-second intervals, stirring, until of pan. Garnish as desired.

melted. Chocolate burns easily, so pay Makes 12 servings.

580
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LANDING

Perched on the S1. Johns
River, this comnplex is home
1o 65 shops and galleries,
restaurants, clubs and an
outdoor courtyard with free
live music. Also downtown:
Go for a paddieboat river
cruise; check out the Satur-
day Riverside Arts Market;
and cross the river by water
taxi to take in the Southbank
Riverwalk’s skyline views.

7JACI{SONV|LLE

JACKSONVILLE ZOO

& GARDENS

The garden’s “River of Color™
—uibrant-hued flowers. plants and
themed “pocket” gardens—uwinds
through the animal exhubits to create

strolling landscaped paths, taking in
a zookeeper talk at Elephant Plaza
and getting eye-to-eye with a giraffe
from an elevated platform!

CUMMER

MUSEUM OF ART

Want to feast your
eyes on Impressionist
masterpieces? Take in
the exhibits and wander
through the gardens at
the Cummer Museum of
Art. Or, for contempo-
rary paintings. photog-
raphy and sculpture,
head to MOCA Jack-
sonville, housad in a
beautifully restored
1931 Art Deco building.

ors of France, smln, Great Britain
5[ is famed today for its 13

class: golf courses, At the island’
s mbblestone streets, centuries-old burldings a
: ity-seeking vacationers.

a two-for-one attraction! Spend a day

AVONDALE

Spend a pleasant da

strofling 5t. John’s
Avenue and browsing bou-
tiques, galleries and cafés in
one of the nation’s largesi
National Historie Districts.
With its stunning Mediterra
nean Revival buddings,
trendy San Marco Square 13
the place to go for antigues,
restaurants and clothing.

With 20 miles of Atlantic-coast beaches; you'll have plenty of

choices. Popular Jacksonville Beach—with its quarter-mile-lot
fishing pier, boardwalk biking, shops and white, sandy expanse—is
tops with swimmers, sun-worshippers and recreation-seekers. For 2
different beach experlenca try Hanna Park, a family favorite with its
picnic fables, playground, hiking and biking trails and
concession stands.

HISTORIC PRESERVE

Explore unspotled coastal wet-
lands at this 46,000-acre preserve.
Pich up maps and information af the
Visitor Center, then head fo I9th-cen-
tury Kingsley Plantation for a tour of
the plantation house, slave quarters,
barn and other landmark buildings.
Later, hop on o hifung trail or paddle
a hayak through the salt marsh, keep-
ng an eye out for
local wildlife

18 Vou Z0.

7 TIMUCUAN ECOLOGICAL

What to pack: Bathing suits, casual wear for
daylime and dressy casual for nights ouf.
What to buy: Peterbrooke’s chocolates,
crafis by local arlisans.

Median family income: $68,204.

Average price of a family home: $201,000.
For more Info: Call the Jacksonville & the
Beaches Convention and Visitors Bureau at
800-733-2668, or go to VisitJacksonville.com.




Amelia Island of

AMELIA ISLAND » North-
east Florida's Amelia Is-
land has launched a new
geocaching program for
visitors.

The Amelia Island Geo-
caching Challenge, creat-
ed by the Amelia Island
Convention & Visitors Bu-
reau, gives visitors a great
way to explore many of
the island’s most popular
sites by way of a high-tech,
GPS-based treasure hunt.

Upon check-in at any of
the eight participating ho-
tels and lodges, visitors
can pick up an entry form
and start searching for the
geocaches.

Geocaching involves
the use of a handheld
Global Positioning System
to search for hidden con-
tainers, or geocaches, with
only a set of coordinates.
According to geocaching-
.com, there are more than
971,000 active geocaches
and an estimated 4 million
geocachers worldwide.

“Amelia’s size, accessi-
bility and natural beauty
make the island a perfect
spot for geocaching,” said
Gil Langley, president of
the visitors bureau. “The
Geocaching Challenge
takes visitors on an excit-
ing and scenic journey
around the island.”

Staff file photo

The Amelia Island Geocaching Challenge gives visitors a
way to explore some of the island's most popular sites.

The entry form includes
coordinates for the six
Amelia Island caches,
some of which contain
coupons for discounts on
the island. Once guests
complete the challenge,
they return the form to the
visitors bureau at 102 Cen-
tre St. and are entered into
a for a four-night stay at
the Addison on Amelia, a
14-room bed and break-
fast in downtown Fernan-
dina Beach.

The Geocache Chal-
lenge hotels are Addison
on Amelia; Amelia Hotel at

the Beach; Amelia Island
Plantation; Amelia Island
Williams House; Fair-
banks House; Hampton
Inn Amelia Island; The
Residence Inn Amelia Is-
land; and The Ritz-Carl-
ton, Amelia Island.

For information, visit
www.geocacheamelia
.com.

Montreal is about to
erupt; don’t miss it
MONTREAL » If getting on
the wrong side of Iceland'’s
Eyjafjallajokull volcano

this summer gives you the
jitters, then get a little
French fix on this side of
the ash plume, in Montre-
al. It's a beautiful destina-
tion, and English is wel-
come. Plus, this summer
presents three great rea-
sons to go.

From June 12 through
Aug. 14, eight countries,
including the United
States, face off on Satur-
day nights in what can be
considered the Olympics
of pyrotechnics. Known as
L'International des Feux
Loto-Quebec, the compe-
tition was founded in 1985
and in its first season drew
more than 5.7 million peo-
ple. It’s been a hit ever
since, drawing more than |
3 million sore necks a|
year. Pre-sale tickets are |
based on a person’s 1
height, so show prices |
start at about $35 for peo- |
ple 54 inches tall and $26 |
for those shorter. Taxes |
not included. Visit ‘
tiny.cc/30f29 or call 1-800- |
361-4595.

And because the com- |
petition is held at Montre- |
al's LaRonde amusement |
park, you might as well hit |
the roller coasters. But |
you'll have to pay for park |
tickets, which don't in-

clude the fireworks com-

petition. Visit

laronde.com/larondeen.
Then there’s the jazz.

The Montreal Internation-.

al Jazz Festival runs June
25-July 6. This legendary
fest stations stellar per-
formers at various venues
in Montreal. This year will
see such headliners as
Bobby McFerrin, Cassan-
dra Wilson, Herbie Han-
cock, Nicholas Payton,
Dave Brubeck, David San-
chez and Keith Jarrett. Go
to montrealjazzfest.com.
Still not convinced?
New this year is the Mon-
treal Festival of Circus

——

ers a GPS scavenger hunt

Arts, bringing more than
100 circus artists from Bel-
gium, Germany, Spain
and Canada to Montreal
to perform in the debut of
this international festival,
July 8-25. For an overview,
visit tiny.cc/mi9ns. For a
calendar, call 1-800-361-
4595 and wait for English.
Oh. and there are tons
more great reasons to visit
Montreal this year — even
if just to visit one of the
most bike-friendly places
on Earth — but these
should get you started. Al-
s0 visit tourisme-montreal

.OIg.
Tribune wires

THE 812.2010

TAMPA
TRIBUNE

and The Tampa Times
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The Jacksonville Jazz Festi-
val is the premier Memo-
rial Day weekend event in
downtown Jacksonville.
Regional musicians and in-
ternational performers, the
‘Round Midnight Jazz Jam
and a Sunday brunch are
reasons to go. jaxjazzfest
.com. May 27-30

The Wild Amelia Nature
Festival at Amelia Island
State Park includes eco-
tours of the island and
photo workshops. This
year's focus is the egret.
wildamelia.com. May 21-23
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