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No question-the seafood is fresh.
Shrimp boats unload their cateh just
south of Fernandina's historic district.

A weekend is well spent on Amelia Island

" Island is the frst harbor in Flonda for
Amelia

Known as the “Isle of Eight Flags,” the island was coveted for its

northern travelers heading south by boat.

deep harbors and sirategic lecation. The flags of France, Spain
ihwice), Great Britain, the Patriots of Amelia lsland, the Green Cross
of Florida, Mexico, the Contederate States of America and, finally,
the United States of Armenca all have flown over the istand,

Amelia Island's rich history, peaceful estuaries and beautiful
bheaches make it a great stopover. In the late 1800s, Amalia
lsland and Fernandina Beach became a highly regarded
resort destination. With the Vanderbilt, DuPont and Carmegie
families frequenting Amelia Island, it was declared “Quesen
of Summer Resorts” by American Resorts magazine. After
Henry Flagler built his: famous railroad that bypassed the
island, tourism bagan to decline and local businesses turned
to shrimping and millwork te keep the economy intact. Every
year, the island celebrates ils seaport heritage with the sle
of Eight Flags Shrimp Festival festuring fresh shrimp and
seafood, live music and local arts and crafts.

Text ane Proros By Marx KeLeme

Today, Amelia lsland continues to reflect its storied history
In its vibrant historic district, a 50-block area of Victorian
homes and bulldings listed on the National Begister of
Historic Plages. Included are Florida's oldest operating hotel,
the Florida House Inn, and Florida's cldest tavern, the Palace
Saloan. The latter, where friendly locals welcome newcomers,

/e Coca-

15 reputed to be the first hard liquor bar (o ever se:
Cala. Visitors can learn more about the island's past and take
a docent-guided tour of the island's historic district at the
Amelia Island Museum of Histary on South Third Street.

At the westernmost end of the main thoroughfare of Centre

eet s the Fernandina Harbor Marina. The marina plays host
to the popular Brett's Waterway Café featuring commanding
views of the marina and Intracoastal Waterway traffic. Directly
acrogs from the marinais-an onginal 1899 rallroad depot. which

now serves as the visitor's center. All along Centre Stres! are
unigue shops, offering everything from the ridiculous to the
sublime, and restaurants serving seafooed to sushi

Heading east, Centre Street becomes Atlantic Avenue
and continues for no more than two miles to Fernandina

Beach, Along the way, Atlantic Avenue crosses Egan's Craek




with its estuary and marsh grasses. Private Fort Clinch, & well-preserved 18th century fort
quided nature tours that get you up-close with  that was occupied briefly during the Civil War,
dalphins, allgators, birds, and wild horsas can  Spanish-Amencan War and WWII.

be arranged at the Egan’s Creek Marina. The There are several options for cruisers to
Sandy Bottom Beach Bar and Grill on Fernadina  overnight en this storied Island. The best option

beach is popular with tourists enjoying live music  is the Fernandina Harbor Marina. Located at

and bar fare in the summeér, and in the winter  the westermn base of Centre Street, it Is within

it becomes a haven for local octogenarians  easy walking distance to most of whal Amelia
relving their youth, A popular stato parkc at the  |gland has to offer. The recently dredged and
narth end of the lsiand is home to the site of  rehabbed city-run marina is full service and has

transient slips, fuel and a ships store. There is also a large anchorage at mile

716.5 on the west side of the Intracea

tal directly across from the Fernandina
Harbor marning, which offers a dinghy dock for those staying on the hook

Amelia lsland is arguably one Florida’s best places to relax anc
warm hospitality of the local inf

abitants, an excep
























































































